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The purposes of this research were to develop continuing professional education model with
e-learning to enhance nursing professional standards by using descriptive research method. The study is
divided into 4 steps: 1) compare principles, organization structure, learning management system, curriculum
and instruction, and quality control systems in term of continuing nursing education of nursing schools in
Thailand and abroad; 2) survey the situation and needs in online continuing education of registered nurses;
3) develop a continuing professional education model with e-learning; and 4) test/evaluate the model by using
an online module with twenty registered nurses. The samples were 1) five nursing schools which deliver
continuing nursing education programs, one continuing nursing education center in Thailand and seven nursing
schools abroad; 2) ten experts in e-learning instruction; 3) four hundred Thai registered nurses from four regions
of Thailand; 4) ten nursing experts in instruction; and 5) twenty registered nurses for the experiment. The
instruments used in data collection include a content analysis form, an interviewing form, a questionnaire, an
online module, an assessment form of online module and a self-directed readiness learning scale. The
continuing professional education model with e-learning to enhance nursing professional standards was
developed from synthesizing the coliected data from the first two steps of the research. The model was
approved by the connoisseurship of ten nursing experts in nursing instruction, then testing an online module
with twenty registered nurses who enrolled through the internet. The data collected from the pre-post test, an
assessment form of online module and a self-directed readiness learning scale of the samples were analyzed
by mean, standard deviation and t-test. In addition, self-directed learning characteristics were also analyzed
through the 8 case studies.

The research findings were as follow:

1. The continuing professional education model with e-leamning to enhance nursing professional standards
consists of five components: (1) principles and objectives (2) administration and quality control (3) courses or
curricutum (4) a learning management system, and (5) instructional management.

2. The learning process of e-learning has 5 stages: (1) prepare the instructor, courseware and learning
management system, (2) access the information, (3) create online community, (4) learn and exchange
information, and (5) evaluate learning achievement, students’ satisfaction and effectiveness of the courseware.

3. The results from the experimentation with 20 registered-nurses showed that the teaching and leaming of
continuing nursing professional education with e-learning was at a good level.

4. The results from qualitative analysis of the 8 case studies showed that most of them had high level of
self-directed learning. The length for study online should be extended and the maintenance of the server should

be improved. on





