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ABSTRACT

247838
Background : Admission hypoalbuminemia is a common condition and may be a predictor of
morbidity and mortality in critically ill children. We examine the prevalence of hypoalbuminemia
and evaluate whether it is a predictor of adverse outcomes in children admitted to Pediatric
Intensive Care Unit (PICU).
Method : A retrospective medical record review study was conducted from June 1, 2010 through
May 31, 2011. One hundred and eighty-eight children who admitted to PICU and had serum
albumin results were included in the study.
Results : The prevalence of admission hypoalbuminemia was 57.9%. The hypoalbuminemia
group had about 5 times higher mortality rate (odd ratio 4.96; 95% CI 1.97-12.49) and longer
length of ventilator use (3 vs 2 days, p = 0.04) than normal serum albumin group. In patients who
had hypoalbuminemia, non-survivor had lower serum albumin (2.6 vs 2.9 g/dL, p < 0.05), longer
length of ventilator use (5 vs 2 days, p = 0.01), higher the Pediatric Logistic Organ Dysfunction
Score (PELOD) (11 vs 2 points, p < 0.01) than survivor.
Conclusion : Admission hypoalbuminemia is a maker for poor outcomes in critically ill children

and associate with higher mortality and longer length of ventilator use.
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