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Abstract
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The purposes of the study were to study the application of aquic—organic
fertilizer fermented by microbial activator PD. 2 of the farmers in MaeTaeng District,
Chiang Mai Province and factors related to adoption on application of aquic—organic
fertilizer as well as problems and suggestions. The sample group of 240 farmers were
selected by systematic sampling who received microbial activator PD. 2 in MaeTaeng
District, Chiang Mai Province. Data was collected through the use of questionnaires
and analyzed using Statistical Package for the Social Science; (SPSS) program. The
statistics applied in this research were frequency, percentage, mean, maximum,
minimum, standard deviation and multiple regression analysis.

The results of the research revealed that average age of most farmers was 51.4
years with the elementary education. The average income was 52,193.75 baht per year.
The average occupied area was 7.4 rai. Sixty six percent of the farmers had experience
of using the aquic—organic fertilizer for 1-2 years. Fish, golden apple snail, vegetable
and fruit were used as the raw material to produce the aquic—organic fertilizer. These
materials were brought from a farm. The majority of the farmers got information from
Land Development Officers. Most of them contacted with the officers, attained training
course and meeting. After using the aquic—organic fertilizer, the farmers found that
agricultural product grown more faster. Farmers had knowledge on aquic-organic
fertilizer at moderate level and the attitude towards aquic—organic fertilizer was at high
level.

Regarding adoption on application of aquic—organic fertilizer fermented by
microbial activator PD.2, it was founci that 69.1 percent of the farmers adopted at a
medium level and 21.7 percent adopted at a high level while 9.2 percent adopted at a
low level.

It was also found that factors affecting farmers’ adoption on application of
aquic—organic fertilizer fermented by microbial activator PD.2 were income, source of
raw material, support from government officers and knowledge on aquic—organic
fertilizer.

Problems included source of raw material for aquic—organic fertilizer
production such as molasses in some areas was rare and expensive. Furthermore
distribution of Microbial activator PD.2 and extension of literature about aquic—
organic fertilizer production to the farmers were not enough.

It was also suggested that the quality of the aquic—organic fertilizer produced by
the farmers should be checked.





