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This thesis is one of attempts to make understanding the problems concerning ethnic
and religious conflict occurring in Thailand’s three southernmost provinces. The analytical analyses
cover diverse forms of “narrative” such as historiography, scholarly works, literatures, songs, and
films. The core element of this work is the narratives about life and experience of Thai Buddhist
teachers, starting from their background, career paths as a teacher, and life before the insurgency
outbreak following by the violent climate since 2003 to the present. This study employs a
qualitative research method, especially an informal in-depth interview, and analyzing the narratives
by interpreting with the emphasis of intersubjective in order to show the articulation of different
cultural lens between narrators and the researcher. This analysis depicts how teachers locate
themselves, students, insurgents, state, and villagers in the narratives, including considering what
logics, emotion, and sentiment behind the narratives are. Three main concepts narrative, violence,
and Thai state and Malay-Muslim on ethnic and religious conflict are employed.

This work tries to argue that “otherness” is constructed from different kinds of
discourse for instance. state’s discourse, Pattani discourse, and academic discourse. They are
developed to be stronger ethnic and religious conflict leading to variable forms of violence.

Particularly, the generalizing images upon the Malay-Muslim by state generate the
cultural violence resulting in division in a local community. The relationship gap of people between
different ethnicities and religions become wider following by other forms of violence. For example,
direct violence causes the death of people including teachers’ life. This is still doubtful that why

L Y

teachers are main targeted of violence. The duty of teachers are discussed in a way that they are’
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representatives of the Thai state and puppets manipulated by the state’s discourse for assimilating
Malay-Muslim to be Thai which makes the insurgency is intended to attack the state back.

This thesis shows three main finding from the narratives of teachers’ life and
experience. First, the narratives of Thai Buddhist teachers indicate that they are not the puppets of
the state’s discourse. They sometimes are dominated by discourse with and without consciousness,
while they sometimes criticize this state’s discourse as well. Second, the definition for Malay-
Muslim given by the Thai Buddhist teachers is not a single dimension which is contrast to the state’s
definition giving to Malay-Muslim with the eye of “otherness”. Thai Buddhist teachers give
different and overlapped meanings for Malay-Muslim according to different experience of each
teacher. Some see that although Malay-Muslim are different ethnicity and religion or the other, they
are not necessary rivals all the times. Third, this thesis comes across that, teachers’ emotions and
sentiments are ambivalence. On one hand, they have attachment with and favor to Malay-Muslim;
on the other, they feel anxious, fear, and hatred to Malay-Muslim. In conclusion, the narratives of
Thai Buddhist teachers open the opportunity for them to review their relationship with people from

different ethnicities and religions which reflects that they really desire to live peacefully together.
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