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Flouting of Quantity implicature

4 periods

Undergraduate students

Terminal objective: Students should be able to identify and create conversations

occurs the flouting of Quantity implicature.

Enabling objective: Students should be able to

1,

2.

3k

4.
Content:
Skills:
Task:

Share ideas and discuss about the context of jokes on the area of
Quantity implicature
Interpret the meaning and purpose of the context
ijplain and discuss about the purpose of flouting the maxim of
quantity by their own language
Create conversations by using their background knowledge and
experience which derived from the flouting of Quantity implicature.
Flouting of quantity maxims
Reading and writing skills
Write example of conversations which derived from the flouting of

Quantity implicature.

Procedures: Presentation

1.

Teacher points out the importance of conversational implicatures and
persuades students to become enjoyed and relaxed by telling jokes
which are easy to understand to students.

Teacher reviews the conteflt about the four maxims of conversational
implicatures which had juét learnt last periods by giving brief
explanation key concepts of each maxim to reveal the implicit meaning
in uncooperative utterance. Teacher reviews to students that the
cooperative principles can be explained by 4 rules or "maxims" they
are maxims of quantity, quality, relevance and manner. The maxim of
quantity is to be truthful, the maxim of quantity is to be informative,
maxim of relation is to be relevant and the last one, the maxim of

manner is to be clear.
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3. Teacher tells students that the four maxims of conversational
implicatures are the key concept that can help reveal them the implicit
meaning or implicatures that the speaker may likely to convey through
their utterances.

4. Teacher leads to the topic about flouting of conversational maxims by
questions:

"Have you ever wondered how we can get others to understand
our intention, but don't say it outright?"
“Have you ever produced uncooperative utterances which
- create implicit meaning to your friends?”
“Can you give some example of your uncooperative
utterance?”

5. Teacher gathers all answers and concludes that in everyday
conversation, students might encounter in some situation that a speaker
is sending an implicit message. This means the person is being
uncooperative, breaking or flouting cooperative maxims. While a
person is saying something uncooperative, otherwise, they behaving
cooperatively, thus, implicit message or cooperative implicatures are
being conveyed.

6. Teacher has students guess how to make implicit meaning or utterance
according to the information that the teacher has just acknowledged

them.

Procedures: Reading jokes
7. Teacher leads to the topic of flouting of quantity maxim by introducing
short jokes (see hand out) which are the result of flouting of quantity
maxim. Teacher may read aloud to students and invites all comments
from students.
A: Well, how do I look?

B: Your shoes are nice.
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8.. Teacher asks students with guiding questions to help students notice
the occurrence of flouting of quantity maxim for example by these
questions.

“According to the B response, how does he/she think about A
appearance?”
“How can A know about his appearance?”
“What is the clue that helps interpreting the hidden meaning of B
response?”

9. Teacher has students think and notice the second speaker who
produces little information. Teacher tells students that the speaker who
flouts the maxim of quantity seems to give too little or too much
information.

10. Teacher point out students to see the clue on B response. Teacher
demonstrates using clues from the context to interpret implicature.
Teacher explains that B does not say that the sweatshirt and jeans do
not look nice, but he knows that A will understand that implication,
because A asks about his whole appearance and only gets told about
part of it.

11. Teacher show next conversation in joke and ask them to read and
familiarize themselves with the context. Teacher may read aloud to
students. (See handout —Conversation2)

A: Can you tell us about your team’s line-up next
Sunday?
B: Sure, there will be eleven players. (William. 2001. 1777)

12. Teacher asks students to consider the conversation and tell students to
use their background knowledge by asking;

“What happened in the context?”

“Who was involved in the situation?”

“What is the topic of conversation?”

“What is the clue that shows the flouting of quantity maxim?”
“According to the B response, what implicature arises as a result

of the flouting?” and so on.
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13. Teacher invites all answers and comments. Students, as the whole class

14.

show their answers and opinions according to the jokes they read.
Teacher point out students to see the clue on B response. Teacher
demonstrates using clues from the context to interpret implicature.
Teacher explains that it should be the situation between a press and a
football player or a coach of the team. B flouts the maxim of quantity
by giving less information than required and might implicating that he

is tired of the press that always ask him the same questions that he

can’t answer.

L .
Procedures: analysis

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Students are divided into groups. Teacher explains some words or
expression which may new for students concerning on the jokes that
they are going to read.

Teacher asks students to read, familiarize and consider the jokes in
terms of the conversational implicatures.

Teacher and students take turns read aloud together as the first round.
The teacher try to activate students on their background knowledge
according to the jokes they just read to help them become active and
be ready to draw inference and discover implicatures.

Students work in small groups and consider jokes, then students have
to discuss and work in their groups to find out which one in the series
occurs breaking the maxim of quantity and what implicatures arises as
a result of the break.

In this period, teacher lets students work cooperatively in groups to
discover the answer and the hidden implicatures.

When finish, each group show their answer and interpret the
implicature they found in the jokes with explanations to show the
progress of how they achieve the answer.

Teacher offers feedback for each group, reveal clues and other
information found in the context, along with activate background

knowledge, then conclude the answers.
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22. Teacher concludes all clues and information which are helpful in the

context, then, explains the clue that cause the occurrence of breaking

the quantity maxim and the implicatures which arises as a result of the

break.

Procedures: writing conversations

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29,

30.

Teacher gives exercise to each group. They have to complete the
conversation in a way that occurs the flouting of quantity maxim
including implicature that they intentionally want to convey.

Students in each group work out cooperatively to brainstorming and
coﬁqpleting the conversation according to the conditions.

Later, student in each group show their completions and the class and
teacher together analyze, discuss and interpret the implicature that each
group may likely to convey. Each group interprets the implicature they
like to convey in the end.

Teacher gives feedback to each group and clarifies any
misunderstanding to class.

According to the stages they undertake, students, individually, have to
do exercise identifying jokes and find out which one breaks the maxim
of quantity and interpret implicature which arises.

When finish, students check their answers together with the teacher.
Teacher reveal clues and other information found in the context, along
with activate background knowledge and then conclude the answers.
Teacher demonstrates using clues from the context to interpret
implicature.

Later, teacher asks each student to write a paragraph on the topic of
creative writing which contains conversation that is the result of

flouting of quantity maxim.
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Evaluation:

Students” participation
Students’ presentation

Students’ writing

Material:

Handout and worksheets about jokes occurs the flouting of Quantity

implicature.
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Handout and worksheet
Flouting Maxim of Quantity
Examples of dialogues
These are examples of dialogues which contain implicatures as a result

of breaking the quantity maxim.
1. Two girls are going to a party tonight.

A: Well, how do I look?
B: Your shoes are nice.

(William, 2001, 1777)

) i
Implicatures:

Note :

After a match, a well known coach was answering to a press.

A: Can you tell us about your
team'’s line-up next Sunday?

B: Sure, there will be eleven
players.

(William, 2001, 1777)
Implicatures:

Note :
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Exercise:1 Which of these jokes flout the quantity maxim?

A. “Little Johnny"

The teacher asked little Johnny if he knows his numbers.
'Yes,' he said. 'I do. My father taught me.'

‘G6ood. What comes after three?

‘Four,’ answers the boy.

‘What comes after six?'

‘Seven.'

'Very good,' says the teacher. 'Your dad did a good
Job What comes after ten?'

~= 'A jack,' smiles little Johnny

‘

B. "Does your dog blfe""

o B A man walks into a shop and sees a cute little dog. He

! asks the shopkeeper "Does your dog bite?"

The shopkeeper says, “No, my dog does not bite."

The man tries to pet the dog and the dog bites him.
"Ouch!" he says. "I thought you said your dog does not
bite!" The shopkeeper replies, "That is not my dog!"

C. “The formula of water”

The teacher asks a student if he knows the formula
of water.

Chemistry Teacher:"“Can you give me the formula
for water?"

Student: H-I-J-K-L-M-N-O-..

Chemistry Teacher: Where did you get an idea like
that?

Student: "You told us the other day it was H to O."

1. Which one of the jokes flouts the quality maxim?
2. As a result of the flout, what is the implicatures, how can you draw the
inference.
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Exercise:2 Which of these jokes flout the quantity maxim?

A. "too much sax and violins”

A little girls was complaining to her friends,
"My mom won't let me watch public television anymore!"

"Why not?" her friends asked incredulously

"Because it has too much sax and violins!l"

B. Effective, «sn't it?”

A rather inebriated fellow on a bus was tearing up a you mind
explaining why you're doing this?” newspaper into tiny pieces
and throwing them out the window.

"Excuse me,"” said the woman sitting next to him. "But, would
"It scares away the elephants,” replied the drunk.

"But I don't see any elephants around here,” said the woman.
“"Effective, isn't it?"” crowed the drunk.

C. The Perfect Son
: T have the perfect son.
: Does he smoke?
: No, he doesn't.
: Does he drink whiskey?
: No, he doesn't.
Does he ever come home late?
: No, he doesn't.
: I guess you really do have the perfect son. How old is he?
: He will be six months old next Wednesday.

>®>®>©> ®©>

Questions:

1. Which one of the jokes flouts the quality maxim?
2. As aresult of the flout, what is the implicatures, how can you draw the
inference.
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Exercise 3

Complete dialogues that occur implicatures as a result of flouting Quantity
Maxim.

Example:
A: How much did your house cost?

B: Oh, quite a bit!

= B's answer is uninformative. It is implicating

. that he doesn't want to answer about the

2

course of his house and it is none of A's

iy business.

1. A: What are you reading?
B:

2. A: Do you like John and Kate?
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3. Where did you go last night?

; 4. What is your name?

5. I'm dying to pee. Where is the rest
room?
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Which of these jokes flouts the quantity maxim? Interpret

implicatures from the jokes you choose.

A.  Steven: Alfred is meeting a woman for dinner tonight.
Susan: Does his wife know about it?
Steven: Of course, she does. The woman he is meeting is
his wife.
B.  After.an exam, Jack was called to meet his teacher.

Teacher:  You fail your exam!

Jack: Terrific!

C. Two married university lecturers are talking about who is going
to get the children from school.
A:  Who is picking up the children today?
B: I've got a meeting at 3.30.

The joke that flouts the quantity maxim is

Implicature:
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Write a conversation which occurs the flouts the Quantity maxim.
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Conversational implicatures
(Pre — Post test)
Instruction: Consider these conversations and select the best
answer.

1. According to the conversation, it can be concluded that...
When Tom went back home, his brother was disappeared.

Tom: Where'’s Bill?
Mark (neighbor): There’s a yellow car
outside Sue’s house.

Mark does not know where Bill is.

Mark is telling Tom that Bill is in Sue’s house.

Mark is interested in the yellow car outside Sue’s house.
Mark is waiting to have dinner with sue.

Saw»

2. What does “veto” refer to?
A family is shopping in a supermarket.

John: Let'’s get the kids something.
Sue: Ok but Iveto LC.E. CREAM.

A. refuse B. request C. allow D. grab

3. We can conclude that...

A. Sue allows kids to have ice-cream

B. Sue asks John to buy ice-cream.

C. Sue does not allow kids to have ice-cream.
D. Sue does not allow John to have ice-cream.

4. What does Jane really mean?
Jane and Mark have just had an argument for a week.

Mark: Do you want to go to the movies tonight?

Jane: Well... My little sister is coming for a visit

Jane forgives Mark for the argument.
Jane does not want to meet her sister.
Jane still gets angry with Mark.

Jane doesn’t like the movie.

Sowy



99

5. What can be inferred from the conversation?
Annie and Bettie are driving to visit a friend.

Annie: Where does Joe live?
Bettie: Either Kalamazoo or Grand
Rapids.

A. Bettie exactly knows where Joe lives.

B. Bettie knows that Joe often live in Kalamazoo.
C. Bettie doesn’t want to tell Annie where Joe lives.
D. Bettie doesn’t exactly know where Joe lives.

6. What does Oliver mean?
After class, Ron and Oliver read some novels in the library.

Ron: Do you like this book? I think it’s awesome.
Oliver: / like its cover.

A. Oliver likes the cover. B. Oliver likes the author.
A. Oliver thinks that the book is awesome. D. Oliver does not like the book.

7. What is conveyed by Clark?
In the dressing room, Sam and Clark are dressing for the
Cocktail party this evening.

Sam: Are you going to wear that outfit?
Clark: No, I thought 1'd go naked today.

A. Clark is ‘going to change his outfit.

B. Clark is getting frustrated about Sam’s comment.
C. Clark is not going to the party.

D. Clark is not going to wear the outfit this night.

8. Consider the following strained exchange between husband and wife at a
bus stop. When the wife expressed “That'll be nice for the family” what does
she really mean?

Husband: When I go away next week, I'm taking the car.
Wife: Oh. Are you? I need the car here to take the kids to
school.

Husband:  I'm sorry, but I must have it. You'll have to send
them on the bus.
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Wife: That'll be nice for the family. Up at the crack of
dawn, and not home till mid-evening! Sometimes
you're very inconsiderate.

Husband:  Nice day.

A. The woman is unhappy at her husband’s inconsideration.
B. The woman is happy at the absence of the car.

C. The woman cannot manage the situation.

D. The woman does not need the car for her family.

9. What is conveyed by ken?
Mrs. Jenkins is walking to Johnny and Ken.

(
Johnny: / do think Mrs. Jenkins is an old fool, don’t you?
Ken:  Huh, lovely weather for March, isn’t it?

A. Ken wants to go out for picnic with his friends.

B. Ken is telling Johnny that Mrs. Jenkins is standing right behind.

C. Ken does not like Mrs. Jenkins.

D. Ken is telling Johnny that Mrs. Jenkins love the weather of March.

10. What does the mother mean? After school, John and Sally are going out
to the playground.

Johnny: Hey Sally, let’s play marbles.
Mother: How is your homework getting along, Johnny?

She reminds him that he may not yet be free to play.
She allows Johnny to play with his friend.

She doesn’t like Sally.

She doesn’t like Sally’s parents.

Caow»

11. What can be inferred from the conversation?

Bob has just recovered from car accident. When he knows that his
friends are going to climb a mountain. He is bursting with excitement
to join with them.

Bob: [ would like to climb Mt Snowdon next week.
Mary: Your knee needs time to heal properly.
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Mary would like Bob to take care of the house instead of traveling.
Mary does not think Bob should go mountain-climbing next week.
Mary would like to go mountain with other friends.

Mary and Bob are having an argument.

oowp

What does Bob mean?

Ann: Does Bill have a girlfriend these days?
Bob: He flies to New York every weekend.

A. Bill has just flown to work in New York.
B. Bill probably has a girlfriend in New York.
C. Bob is going to New York to meet Bill next week.
D. Bob knows that Bill doesn’t have girlfriend.
3

What can be inferred from Candy utterance “I don't like parties”?

Alan: Hey Candy. How about Ken's party last month? It was awesome isn’t it hah?
Candy: Yeah, it was really fun. I love singing with friends. I am a party animal.
Alan: Are you going to Paul's party?

Candy: (silence) Well...I don't like parties.

15.

A. Candy doesn’t like parties.

B. Candy implies that she is lying.

C. Candy catches a cold and cannot sing with friends, so that she won’t go to the
party.

D. Candy doesn’t want to meet Alan in Paul's party.

14. What can be inferred from the conversation?

Annie: What do you think of this necklace and bracelet?
Mike: The bracelet is beautiful

A. Mike is annoyed about his girlfriend.

B. Mike thinks the necklace is not beautiful.

C. Mike wants to please his girlfriend.

D. Mike can’t decide which is beautiful for his girlfriend.

What can be inferred from the conversation?

Jane: Have you seen my sweater?
Steve: There's a sweater on the sofa.

A. Jane’s sweater is on the sofa.

B. Steve knows where Jane’s sweater is.

C. The sweater on the sofa may belong to Jane

D. Someone leave the sweater for Jane on the sofa.
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16. Did Eddie buy the car?

Steve: Did you buy the car?
Edie: It cost twice as much as I thought it would.

Eddie bought the car cheaper than he thought.
Eddie bought another car.

Edie didn't buy the car.

Eddie received extra discount.

ocaowyx

17. What can be inferred from the conversation?

. | Mat: How did you do on those exams?
Chris: ] failed physics.

Chris has low marks in every subject and failed in physics.
Chris failed physics but didn't fail the others.

Chris has better marks than Mat.

Chris and mark failed physics.

oOw

18. Did Mike buy a rose for his date?

In a restaurant, Annie found Mike, who had dated with
Annie’s friend.

Annie: Did you buy her a rose?

Mike: / bought her a flower.

A. Mike bought a rose for his date.

B. Mike didn’t buy a rose for his date.

C. Mike bought a flower, but it was not a rose.
D. Mike bought a bunch of flower for his date.

19. What can be inferred from the conversation?

While Matt is learning to bake a cake in her kitchen her friend appears at
the door.

Mandy: Do you want some cake?

Clair: Well...You know...I'm on Diet.

A. Chris wants just a peace of cake. B. Chris wants to do exercise.
C. Chris doesn’t want a cake. D. Chris doesn’t like Matt’s
cake.
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20. A husband and wife are getting ready to go out for the dinner.

What does the wife mean?

Husband: When will you finish?
Wife: Mix yourself a drink.

A. The wife is not ready yet.

B. The wife is rushing her husband.

C. The wife is ready, but waiting for her husband.
D. The wife asks her husband to get her some drink.
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Creative Writing

Choose a situation from the list and create a funny, ironic, or
sarcastic dialogue. (At least 3 pairs)
- A student is asking her teacher to let her pass the exam.

- A couple is shopping in a supermarket.
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Creative Writing

Choose a situation [rom the list and create a funny, ironic, or sarcastic
dialogue. {At least 3 puirs)

= A student is asking her teacher to let her pass the exam,

= A couple is shopping in a supermarket,
rf,’s“ - TGS?
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Creative Writing

Chouose a situation from the list and create a funny, ironic, or sarcastic
dialogue, (Af least 3 pairs)
= A student is asking her teacher to let her pass the exam.,

= A couple is shopping in a supermarket,
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Creative Writing
Choose a situation [Tom the list and create a funny, ironic, or sarcastic

dialogue. (At least 3 pairs)
- A student is asking her teacher to let her pass the exam.

- A couple is shopping in a supermarkel.
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Creative Writing

Choose a situation from the list and create a funny, ironic, or sarcastic
dialogue. (At least 3 pairs) |

- A student is asking her teacher to let her pass the exam.

= A couple 1s shopping in a supermarket.
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Creative Writing
Choose a situation from the list and create a funny, ironic, or sarcastic
dialogue. (At Jeast 3 pairs)

- A student is asking her teacher to let her pass the exam

= A couple 1s shopping in a supermarket.
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Creative Writing
Choose a situation from the list and create a funny, ironic, or sarcastic
dialogue. (At least 3 pairs)
= Astudent is asking her teacher to let her pass the cxam.

= A couple is shopping in a supermarket.
Pae*-l&if»
akd \a z‘t,\ - ~\{' {; A - 6’%
A touge 1o thogping o Veporlmggl Yo

?;& - Do you went Ae by TVE
Kalamoye " Yes, T warl TV, Compulier , Micromave newaar o .
P Moy T Gop Slop ey ds qoo waet a \odD
Kalumave . Becouse § Wae o use weor mopen haha
PR upu sve very bod.
Kalumare - Vol vou.,



112

[%-rfqnw Charisas  (hidonaa

wwilvedia, S3Meedgesy

Creative Writing

Choose a situation from the list and create a funny, ironic, or sarcastic

dialogue, (At least 3 pairs)
= A student is asking her teacher to et her pass the exam.

= A couple is shopping in a supermarket.
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Creative Writing
Choose a situation from the list and create a funny, ironic, or sarcastic
dialogue. (At least 3 pairs)
= A student is asking her teacher to let her pass the exam.

= A couple is shopping in a supermarket.
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