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This study tests the concept of spiral of silence in Thai context, including variables of public
issue concerns, psychological aspects, individualistic and collectivistic culture and democratic
engagement, the total number of 29 variables, which extend explanatory of this theory.

The research method covers on both of content analysis and survey research. A content
analysis of one hundred and eighty issues of six newspapers during November 2006, was used to
monitor news coverage of public issues according to Noelle-Neumann’s concept. These issues was
formulated into a questionnaire which was used in a survey research of 873 respondents selected by
multi-stage sampling from Bangkok and other 6 regions of Thailand. The data were analyzed by
using Pearson Product-Moment Correlation Coeficients, Multiple Regression Coeficients, Path
Analysis by Lisrel Program and the Analysis of Variance.

Findings show that the formation of current public opinion in Thailand provided partially
support for the spiral of silence hypothesis. Given the context of controvercial issues found from
content analysis, an incongruency between one’own and the percieved current and future majority
opinion influences the willingness to express opinion. Fear of isolation and media eprsure do not
predict individual opinion expression. Findings also indicate that public issue interest, issue-self
effect perception, political interest, political folerance and fear of conflict confrontation, under the
context of Thai culture, predict individual opinion expression. Cultural individualism and
collectivism, however, do not predict individual opinion expression. Analysis of Variance also shows
that an incongruency between one’own and the percieved majority opinion interacts with variables of

public issue interest, political self efficacy, political interest and fear of conﬂi(;ngnfrontation.
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