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## 4781141924 :MAJOR INTERMATIONAL RELATIONS

KEY WORDS : Transnational civil society/Human right viclation/Unocal/Myanmar
WORAWICH VASAKARAVA : THE ROLE OF TRANSMATIONAL CIVIL SOCIETY
AND HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION: A CASE STUDY OF UNOCAL IN
MYANMAR.THESIS ADVISOR : PUANGTHONG PAWAKAPAN, Ph. D. 184 pp.

The objective of this thesis is to study the role of transnational civil society
organizations in campaigning and fighting against the U.S.-based oil and gas venture,
Unocal Corporation, whose investment in Myanmar had caused widespread and severe
human rights violation to the local people.

Burma had long held on to xenophobic and close-door economic policy which
led to its economic collapse. The State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC)
took power in 1988, and thus decided to introduce a new era of market-oriented
economic palicy, attracting many businesses to invest in Myanmar, especially foreign oil
and gas corporations. Unocal signed a contract to develop the Yadana oil and gas field
with the Burmese govemmeant. The Yadana joint-venture brought about grave human
rights violation to the Burmese and ethnic minorities living along the pipeline. Despite
testimonies and eyewitnesses, the company insisted on its innocence. Some countries,
such as ASEAN members, insisted on its iron principle of non-intervention. Others like
the U.S. and France appeared to lack a strong will to punigh their giant corporates.
Certain international organizations were faced with some fimitations. Still, while the states
and international organizations seem to be paralyzed, transnational civil society has
become the main actor to bring the fate of the oppressed people in Myanmar to light.

The study shows that transnational civil socigty, especially non-governmental
organizations (NGQ) concerning Myanmar issue in particular and those in the U.S., play
a vital role in_putting pressure on Unocal, using various tactics, such as campaigning
with consumers, the company's shareholders, and state governments inthe U.S., along
with suing the company in courts. Finally, Unocal agreed to compensate for the
Burmese people who suffer from human rights violation in its Yadana pipeline project.
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MGTC
MOGE
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NFTC

ANRELNEAER

All-Burma Students Democratic Fronts

Australian Council of Trade Union

American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations
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National Leagues for Democracy
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* The Southeast Asian Information Network and All Burma’s Student Democratic Front, Burma: Human

Lives for Natural Resources Qil and Natural Gas (Bangkok: Burma Issues, 1994) , p. 11.

* woiiua pilaf, Fusiupiu @unisannwainglne, wih 81.

% Carlyn Carey, Unocal Corporation[Online]. Available from: http://www.wcl.american.edu/hrbrief/v
7i1/uno cal.htm[2006,June 15]

* Bruce E. Johansen, Burma (Myanmar): Forced Labor in the World's Last Teak forest[Online]. Available

from: http://www.ratical.org/ratville/IPEIE/Burma.txt[2006,June 15]
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* Unocal Fact Sheet : The Human Rights pipeline in Burma[Online]. Available from: http://www.ibiblio.org/
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" Human Rights Foundation of Monland(Burma), “NO LAND TO FARM” : A Comprehensive Report on

Land, Real Estates and Properties Confiscations in Mon’s Area, Burma (1998-2002) (Bangkok: 2003), p. 55.
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** Noel Rajesh, Yadana Pipeline Rout Starts Controversy[Online]. Available from: http://www.burmalibrary.

org/reg.burma/archives /199701/msg00116.htmI[2006,June 16]

“ Moe K. Tun, The 1997 Offensives: Suffering and Struggle for Identity and Justice of the Ethnic Karen in

Burma (Bangkok: Burma Issues, 1997), p. 7.
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* Moe K. Tun, The 1997 Offensives: Suffering and Struggle for Identity and Justice of the Ethnic Karen in
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** Moe K. Tun, The 1997 Offensives: Suffering and Struggle for Identity and Justice of the Ethnic Karen in
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" Human Rights Foundation of Monland(Burma), “NO LAND TO FARM”: A Comprehensive Report on Land,

Real Estates and Properties Confiscations in Mon’s Area, Burma, p. 29-31.

* Burma Issues, After the 1997 Offensives: The Burma Army’s Relocation program, p. 20.

% Earthrights International, Total Denial Continues: Earth Rights Abuses along the Yadana and Yetagun
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* Ibid., p. 118.

* Ibid., p. 105-106.
* Ibid., p. 136-137.
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