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Abstract

173560

This thesis was conducted to investigate the problems and related factors in cooperative freight
transport within truck carriers. The study was carried out by means of in-depth interview and
questionnaire survey. For the in-depth interviewing, six selected samples were carried out with the
aims of obtaining information on existing freight transport systems within the firms, types of co-
operation between the carriers, related factors influencing the decisions for making the partnerships,
problems and obstacles and including characteristics of the firms. The opinions about the close-
collaboration concept were also collelcted.. This qualitative part has identified various types of co-
operation among carriers and main reasons for making the relations. In the survey part, 44
questionnaires were conducted. The samples were divided into 2 groups, the transport company
group and the private carriers gfoup. It was found that the trip frequency of the former group was
higher and had a lower rate of empty backhaul than the latter group. The cooperative arrangements
among the carriers were in the small proportions. The attitudes of the private carriers were more
interested in the cooperative concept than the company group. Due to the high rate of empty trip in
the private group, it could be observed that there was a room for increase truck utilization by the
cooperative concept. Additionally, it was also found that the most important factor influencing the
decision making to form the relation was the risk problems related to trust and commitment between
partners. The main obstacles of the cooperation were problems of lacking of mutual trust and the
difficulty to compete in market. From the findings, the author proposed the conceptual model for
introducing cooperative freight transport within the truck carriers and guidelines of supports from

government to promote truck transport efficiency.
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