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Road accident is one of the biggest problems in Thailand. This is because it has been creating a
great deal of economy and social losses in the increasing manner for recent years. Accident data
from Thai National Police Office shows that the majority of road accidents had occurred on minor
roads. Therefore, we conducted this study to identify the facts regarding safety problem of rural
road which considered as the majority of minor roads in Thailand. We also identified how to design
safer rural roads in Thailand. First, we had reviewed documents concerning design to better and
safer roads. We, then, used the information found, together with road safety audit technique to
identify safety problems of 10 rural roads in Thailand. The results show that road safety design
concept should consider 19 safety issues. The issues can be classified into 5 major groups; namely,
general road safety principles, physical characteristics of road, traffic management, roadside
hazards, and road environment. Furthermore, Safety audits of 10 rural highways in this study show
that all audited highways have four common safety problems; namely, road alignment and cross

section, general characteristics of intersections, traffic signage and marking, and finally, alleys.
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