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The purpose of the present study was to develop grade-7 students’ learning
achievement in Social Studies, Religion and Culture Learriing Substance by applying local
wisdom to learning activities. It was prescribed that at least 80% of the students made a
learning achievement score of 70% or better.

The target group was consisted of 35 grade-7 students in Ban Goodlao School
in Nongrua district under the Office of Khon Kaen Educational Service Area 5 during the
second semester of the 2005 academic year. |

The research tools comprised three categories of 1) experimental tool which
was consisted of 9 lesson plans for 22 instructional periods, 2) observation tools which
were consisted of a teaching behavior recording form, a students’ studying behavior
recording form, a student interview form and end-of-spiral quizzes, and 3) evaluation
tool which was a learning achievement test.

The study employed action research procedure comprising of 3 action spirals.
Lesson plans 1-3 were applied to the experiment in the first spiral, lesson plans 4-6 in
the second spiral, and lesson plans 7-9 in the third spiral. At the end of each spiral a
quiz was administered to assess the students’ progress. The results of each quiz were
analyzed for the purpose of making the remaining lesson plans more effective.

The findings:

1. The teaching/learning activities based on local wisdom as developed
comprise three main steps of 1) the introduction which aims at rousing the students’
interest in the activities by employing various teaching media such as games, genuine
media, pictures, and asking-answering questions, 2) the instruction, aimed at the
students finding knowledge on their own initiative, in which the students are designed to
take part in the activities, to prescribe learning objectives and to organize the local-
wisdom based activities such as interviewing local experts, visiting local learning
resources, and inviting expert to conduct the activities, and 3) the conclusion in which
the students work together to summarize what they have learned from participating in the
activities while the teacher provides additional comments and emphasizes the application
of their newly- learned knowledge to their daily life.

2.  The students made a mean learning achievement score of 76.939% which
was higher than the prescribed criterion of 70%, and 82.85% of the students (as against

the prescribed number of 80%) passed the prescribed learning criterion.





