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Abstract
173394

For deteﬁnining cure time for natural rubﬁer fdam,‘ first step was to prepare thin sheet of

natural rubber foam of various densities to reduce the effect of heat transfer. Gelled sheets of

natural rubber foam were then vulcanized by heating in open steam for various periods of time

and dried at room temperature. Rubber foam sheets were measured to compare degree of

vulcanization using swelling method. It was found thai cure time of various densities of natural

rubber foam were equal to rubber sheets. After that the state of cure of rubber sheets were

measured using tensile, modulus and set properties. The results were found that measuring state
of cure uéing set property gave similar value to the swelling method. Storage time of samples .
were found to shorten measured cure time. Effcci of sulphur was studied. All of the propertics .
used can 'd.ifferentiat_e the effect of sulphur tﬁat was reduced i.e. higher cure time measured. The
best method for determining cure tjmé for natural rubber foam is set property because of its fast,

comparable with swelling data and most relevance to real production,
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