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Total suspended particulate (TSP), particulate with a diameter of 10 micrometers or less
(PM,,), particulate with a diameter of 2.5 micrometers or less (PMz.s)’ fungi, and air exchange rate
were measured in 19 hospitals of Nonthaburi, Pathum Thani, and Samutprakan provinces. The
results showed that the important source of particulate matter was indoor activity. PM,
concentrations in different sites showed that there was no source for PM,, in the hospitals.
Variations in hourly PM,, and TSP concentrations depend on daily activity pattern at the
measurement sites. Aspergillus sp. and Penicillum sp. were most frequently found fungi at the
measurement sites. Others were Alternaria sp., Rhizopus sp., Fusarium sp., and Curvularia sp.
respectively. There was no correlation between airborne particulate matter and fungi
concentration. Furthermore, no correlation was found between air exchange rate and particulate
matter concentration. However, adequate ventilation was necessary for the dilution of indoor
pollutants and prevention of airborne infection in the hospitals. Air exchange rate in the study
sites were varied according to the ventilation system, power efficiency, and infection control

policies of the hospitals.





