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Abstract 1 7 9 8 5 3

The objective of this research is to study and compare the attitude toward profession and
the learning achievement of undergraduate students who enrolled for 11 fields of studies in the
Bachelor of Engineering degree curriculum at Faculty of Engineering, King Mongkut’s Institute
of Technology North Bangkok in the academic year 2004. A sample of the students in the
research was classified into two groups: those who completed vocational education certificates
and those who completed high schools. The attitude toward profession was carried out by a total
of 446 detailed questionnaires completed by the students. The learning achievement was assessed
by the grade point averages (GPA) of 3,417 students, which were obtained from the registry
office. All the collected data were analyzed by the SPSS program to calculate the key statistical
parameters consisting of percentile, arithmetic mean, standard deviation and T-test.

The analysis result shows, in a broad view, that there is a difference in the attitudinal
comparison between the students in both groups at a level of significance of .05. Such a
difference agrees with an established hypothesis for this study. It is found that the vocational
education certificate graduates have a higher arithmetic mean in the attitude toward profession
but a lower arithmetic mean in the learning achievement than the high school graduates.
However, when the individual factors that influence the attitude are taken into account, interest,
and economy and society have the same level of significance whereas stability and progress,
related persons, and honor and reputation are different at a level of significance of .05. In
addition, when the data are analyzed based on year of study, the first-year students in both groups
have a level of significance of .05 in the learning achievement but such a difference is not
associated with the second-, third-, and fourth-year students.
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