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- ABSTRACT
. o

For over two decadés, Thailand's population has been aging,
that is, the number aﬁd proportion of the elderly in the population

" has been rising. The determinants of this age structure change are
‘many and include decressing rates of fertility end mortality,
L‘Jincreésing economic and social development, as well as advances in
:;’mgdical and health 'care; Despite these however, one major
-léonéequénce; 6? £his.brend7is the increasing .incidence of health
probiems characteristic of the elderly age sroup (i.e..“SD years and
'aiolder)@_épecifically, four major categories of disease are prominent:
i‘?i)4 infectious diseases, 2)disesses of the éirculatory system, 3)
‘l‘§i5§aéesléf the respiratory éysbem, and 4) diseases of the digestive

k”Systém.

This ébudy‘ has as its main objective tp compare the
Idemogbaphic, socioeconomic and environmental factors affecting:
léldebly morbidity between municipal "and non-municipal areas.

‘Secbn&éry data from a surve& project on Morbidity ‘aﬁd Mortality,
gonducted in 1985 by the Institute for Population and Socisal

Research’ and the Faculty of Public Health at Mahidol University,



ere enalyzed with Chi-square being the major anslytical method.

; In keepang with these four major d:seases categories.v study .
esults indicabe the following.»

v_l. Regarding infectious diseases, in non—municipél areas
amily number, latrine use, and drinking and washing water were
'gnlficantly assocxaéed with 1llness trends. No factor correlated
:th the latter in the ;unxcipal area.

2, For diseases of{the carculatory system, economic status,
ccupat:on and education affectéd illness trends in- the
;kih—munxcxpal area, while sex was the only correlatable factor in
: he munacipal area, P

‘3. Concernlng diseases of bhe respiratory system, sex and

.-occupation were. common factors for both municipal and non-municipel

*1éﬁea§, thodgh family number'wés also assqciated with the latter group.

4, o wWith respect to diseases of the digestive systeh,..

,éducaticn is only associated fac£ofAfor the mmicipal area, while
iﬁge.and écbﬁomic'étatus correlated for the non-municipal area.

B
:

On .an overali basis therefore, this study's purpose is to
J'jmpﬁove programme planning in terms of preventing illness and

ﬂfﬁhpreasing the health status of the elderly st present and in the

'fﬁtQPe, It is recommended that . health education and community
??prihéry héalbh care.prograﬁmes, in general, be strengbhehed and
[Qdireéted specifically towards £his target group and keeping with the
f‘factorsbwhich correlate well with disease causation. The aim should

' _be towards corrécbing inappropriate health behaviors.



