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The objectives of this thesis are to analyze the development of female protagonists within
patriarchal and colonized society and to examine Third World women’s writing in three novels:

The Bondmaid, Woman at Point Zero, and Nervous Conditions.

The study shows the process of development of female protagonists beginning with
childhood to adolescence and finally to womanhood which corresponds to the female
protagonists” movement from the private space at home to the public space in the outside world.
The study also reveals how patriérchal society with its tradition and class structure and how
Western colonization construct the meaning of womanhood for the ferale protagonists and how

those protagonist negotiate with both Western and traditional cultures for survival.

The study therefore represents differences across cultures and cultural changes as a result
of Western colonization, the two important factors for understanding the theme of growing up

female in the three selected novels.





