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In primitive society, surpluses are exchanged among groups or
members of groups; peasants, however, are rural cultivators whose
surpluses are transferred to a dominant group of rulers that uses the
surpluses both to underwrite its own standard of living and, to

distribute the remainder to groups in society that do not farm but must

be fed for their specific goods and services in turn. (Wolf 1966: 3-4)
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It follows, as | have intended to show, that the Buddhist villagers in

northeastern Thailand have a distinctive economic ethic and, thus, a

distinctive moral economy not because they are peasants, but

because they are Buddhists who are also peasants. (Keyes 1983a:

865)
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