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Parents’ Attitudes Toward their Adolescent Child having Friends of the Opposite Sex
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Abstract
This research survey aimed to explore parents’ attitudes toward their adolescent children having friends of the
opposite sex. A total of 190 parents (both mother and father), who had an adolescent child aged 13-19 years old,
were selected by the stratified random sampling technique. Data were collected through a questionnaire. The
questionnaire consisted of 2 parts: (1) personal data and (2) parents’ attitudes toward their adolescent children having
friends of the opposite sex. The second part comprised two aspects: (1) associating with a friend of the opposite sex
as a lover, and (2) hanging out with a friend of the opposite sex. The Content Validity Index was 0.86 and the Alpha
Cronbach’s Coefficient Reliability was 0.72. The data were analyzed by descriptive statistics and Mann-Whitney U-test.
The results revealed that the majority of the sample group were female (60%) aged between 41-60 years old
(50.5%). The age average of the samples was 44.4 (SD = 0.57). Most of them had an income between 5,001-10,000
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Baht per month (49.5%). Some graduated from primary school (36.8%), married (79.5%), Many of them earned a
living from agricultural work (68.9%). The attitudes of the parents toward their adolescent children having friends of
the opposite sex in the aspect “associating with a friend of the opposite sex as a lover” was at the good level (x= 3.16,
SD = 0.90), and their attitudes to the aspect “hanging out with a friend of the opposite sex” was at the moderate
level (x= 2.85, SD = 0.91). When taking the gender of the parents into consideration, it was found that there was no
significant difference in their attitudes toward their adolescent children having friends of the opposite sex, at the 0.05
level.

Moreover, the parents’ attitudes involving cautioning their children against and explaining to them negative
consequences of hanging out at night with a friend of the opposite sex and listening to the children’ reason why they
did that without prior permission, was at the good level. This indicated that the parents talked to their children with a
reason, so their kids have trust in them, consult with them about sex related problems and have appropriate behavior

with someone of the opposite sex; these are considered as the way to prevent risks associated with sex behavior

problems.

Keywords: Attitude, Parents, Adolescent, Friends of the opposite sex

UNUI
© e e da 4 . L.,
Toswiwivhiimudfouulasainannung Mduinme
Fala uazanuidninda anungujresdiaiu (a.a.1927)’
a%mmﬁﬂjulﬂumanmﬁﬁw&'\‘lLLmdmé'mﬁﬂMﬁmaa
AWLEY LAZLESNETIIANNSURAaTaUlR A UAKLEY DIN
de e . o o X
Mnuisdyanasauad dgwininuluisidanis
Afdlanuinezdasrinazls vaanuaula 11978
saunaulunmsunlailym ldmegiuiewduaiulng
NIWALALINURAZEINA Y AnsauiNawnanuuisad
ﬁﬁmwéwﬁtyﬁm%’uﬁfﬂjuIﬂmawwxmsﬂmﬁaumuwa
Wiagann mﬂ*ﬁtxsmayj’ﬁmﬁau@mmﬂ Wuawuaziie
mwgnﬁmmuﬂﬁmummﬁuﬁuf NnNanna L duan
$niAaanusnlas LLazmﬁ]ﬁﬂﬂ;jmsﬁLWﬂﬁwﬁuﬁﬁauiﬂ
DuAIT uazagasiuianueInw’ demanTogw ule
dld v AI g 1 va U
ARNIETa SN AL AN UEINA IR T AU IN1TNY
2 ¥ Lo . - .
WWALANNINTY NI TR BUAsAYIIznauALaA N
2 a a o val v K 4:
wasauuazaNuasymManalulad vinldiinmadriege
1 LY a U g g;
Tuwaneng g malnsnatuazduiaaiite laisdumuns
Slan e AUNISUEAI2DNVINDANTTUNIILNA 21N
fuedaNTaUM N9NNGUINDW LLa:qﬂﬂaﬁﬂﬂ NANNY
AnuUd dfjan BENE19A UATAMENLIN WaANTIN
°11aﬁujuﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ%wamnmuﬁaﬂw i’ﬂéuﬁﬂazﬁmﬂ'ﬁﬂu
LLuuﬁﬂuﬂﬁLLa:wqaﬂﬁmamﬂﬂaﬁu TaaaniziiNan
Lﬁuﬂﬂié’dmsﬁﬁﬁﬂuﬂ@:ui‘ B3 ANWULRNIINTURINTD! B3
wndifauinsnenudsiiu aiaset® uananioiums
waaFUlaNITINANITURIINUNA LTU QAP Y

o > _ 4

mygwuiktlduu iaanmstniuesiewduddn

WoAnTINNIALLNa UG LNATaI T TuIUIna B gLLLY
ANSUAILANITAULNOUAILNA LN IR L NAY TaLNe"
ﬂu%ﬂglaaﬁ'u RAINURT M TRV NV FVABTLT waAUSN
d a L g o v a d
WalanuainawunwuINIn i litieanuselanszais
FINAFUAUTLAAD U b NSANEARNWIINL I ARAGVD
Wa widenwaqeiugnluiiasnndnisuniiauiian
@hamﬂmaagﬂlugﬂuuumaaﬂu%fﬂ LRSANTHANUN UL
FLNATIAant19tes lagwuinlusainisauiian
@mLWﬂmaagﬂiugﬂLLuumaaﬂu%'n m@qmﬁugmﬁm SauRz 7.9
. o o A4 9 56
FIUNTBANUNULNOUAILNA WU TRORT 24.1
Tminsliwagunusnaninduals aana
Lﬁyﬂﬂ\‘lﬁumm wa ANNEnla El,dsl,mm:ﬂﬁammﬁmmm
A58UAS ﬁmLﬂumwﬁnmumaawqmﬂﬁmmﬂm #IN
wmmumimmmLsadmmaqumﬂﬁum‘mm q3
R Naiwawuwsnﬂauqu@LLaQﬂ@uLaﬂuLimmu 9 lud%a
1@srunInIsauLNaua I e uanmnﬁfa‘émﬂuﬁfﬂﬁﬁa
GaINININBLY @TaamimwiamjmjummLLa:éfaami
anuumdelwraslana’ wauddsasdnlaaniniala
e A a v A am A e e
w0338 LwamﬂgﬂvxL@uvl,ﬂmmnmmgﬂmm Tuiuasdl
4{ =1 =3 a d' s d‘
msmaﬂmmwmaﬂuﬂﬂwLm"l,mumﬂmimmﬂﬂwu
mﬂumu"LﬂLLamaaﬂ@laUﬂﬂaauq Iu&InN FUNUTA W
FTUININD WAL aﬂmuau ummmwunu‘tumam
'mLﬂummmym@]ammaqumﬂiiulumamﬂﬂu;dau
uazugaannanssulumenimancanduisensuvessny’
FATUNIIIIIINIIUVBINOANTINUALLAAAALTDILNA
mi"l,@i”%fuiaymhumiﬁaamemﬁﬂnmaw% Wa L
&) tal o Qs = o > a ' & &) >
uiadany udansinudaauvssve witiduilagy



Vol 35. No 4, July-August 2016

\§INvaINsiiangAnsudneae® HaMTITLAsIRuNS
aaug}:nslm’%auwmaa Wa uifrwn wuidmssewias
wezasna wiagluszdulunans® We wi Ganuiu
dwnwmmqaﬁauwwﬁugﬂ%mju mﬂﬁgmﬂuﬁﬁuﬁau
stmﬂuﬁaamuﬁwaagﬂ” Iummzﬁmﬁyju gafaana
dain3li wa widdnaseadudliduinmn waqe e
IfiAaanudiuly uszmnansnndyiyminuluewaeld
WINWD Ll Vl,&imzmﬁfﬂﬁamwﬁﬂﬁagmaamswumméauwel
WIBWOANITUNWWANLGN Alluiletuiddvlftiym
mifmasuiutianivduasidlasumautlauazinllg
i']fymﬂfls%’omiﬂuﬁ'ujuﬁ;mmmﬂﬁq%u

ANIENINARIW AL TR ILFY LL&iﬁﬁgﬂ%’ﬁju

'
A @

lagltlusunsunisfigauian wudrwingufiiiniaw
Tsunsy Sfnwensdossiinds uasiiauadlunis
fosnaiiuse Lﬁaamnﬁﬂ’nmﬁ"ulﬂummfﬁlauw«?{ Wae
siinladlgmzasioiu Seiviauaddan1sfomIniouan
mn“ﬁmmzmﬂﬂ’hmjwﬁvl,ajvl,@ﬁﬁﬂﬂmnm”
HAMNTENTIIFINUNNSALALIA LIS 0989 TE
Ju wohiniuisiuliwafuiusienivduadsy uaziima
Buthodalsafadanisinadu s wnRuunn u
laslullw.a. 2550-2555 wudanihoaislsafiadanaine
fuiusluioiuuazionzuany 15-24 1 ﬁLLmIﬁuga%u
MusaURe 50.1, 59.5, 76.5, 79.8, 89.5, 93.4 ¢iatlszTnT
100,000 A%" MIRWAFNAUTAaUTBdUAIT I lAAans
ézaﬂﬁﬁua:msﬂaamgﬂmaoam’%ﬁ'ﬂju 21 15-19 1 T
N.¢1. 2550-2555 YNy 49.7, 50.1, 50.1, 50.1, 53.6, 53.8
dayszrInIna 1,000 an®
fwSusaumIatlunaazTuaanidosnitevas
Uszineng wuhiiTasazmaiadawaainnsan o §9
ﬁq@ﬁa Jauaz 19.6 va9adNNAa NMalrkauaznIAnand
fovaz 18.1 uaz 17.98 My ludmiafiluiuiise
FodusmTanidlumanzTusenidoaniefinuilym
wodnTsumanawasioiulivaanza IWAAMIFIATIH
vouioiu lavlull we. 2554 wusazazvasniaifiaddn
°uaamsﬂmmﬁﬂ‘lumimﬁLﬂuﬁ'yju gt uduau 10 24
Uszine uazlull w.a. 2555 wusesazvasmsiialanaad
msﬂLLsmﬁﬂIumsmﬁLﬂu’iﬂju g uduay 5 189
Uszine™ d9faindnmsinduuuuinnslee
mnamumsniﬁfgml,ﬁmﬁuﬁauweﬂudmmaa
maflmeasuiusnionTosunsfigomsliilymnisasass
Tuwipulalasunsurle Lm:ﬁui'm:ﬂﬁmm;mm%u
winazlunasnisans g lwnmadn ldudladywiunlas

Parents’ Attitudes Toward their Adolescent Child having Friends of the Opposite Sex 461

AR0A ;ﬁ%’ﬂLﬁu’hmsa;iammauslavlﬂﬁi'yjuﬂm@ma’m
VLajLﬁmwaﬁ'a:"ﬁaﬂﬁi’ujuﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁgnﬁaa #9bnaan
Hymdudlasananwgdnssumanai bianzay 398
anuanlafiazdnsluifuaswe wilasSuands=idu
NAWARUDING LWl @iamim_lLﬁau@huwmadgﬂ%ﬂju
Taguszaed

1. &nwviaunfvaswauddanisauLRauan
iWAUaIan T T Tugrumsauiianananaluiuuaudn
wazenums e iuiendane

2. uWRsufiguanuuanagaINanITad
memzﬁﬂuﬂaﬂuaaw’auMiammmﬁamhuwmaaQﬂﬁ'ﬂju

A5nsAnun

sluuumsIve

NNTILLTIFNII2 (Survey research)

dszrnsuazngadiating

Uszmns fawe m%au;iﬁmﬁﬂagluﬁmauﬁmﬁa
Tudaniayssud

ngudIeEng Aananiaud ﬁawﬁﬂagﬁ Fruanr
%ﬁﬂuﬁ'a%%g’%%’uﬁ uwazlanagluig a1y 13-19 T udu
wwangensonamofld ludruaunadsl 20 nytiu
F1I% 3,000 ATALAT Lﬁaa@hmwia:%%iﬁmﬁmwmmn
FNUYBITNWIUATELAT Lﬁaslﬂﬁﬂsjwﬁaamaﬁﬁﬁﬂwmz
mﬁauﬂszmmmﬂﬁqm %aﬁﬁmsﬁjwnﬁjuﬁmmumu
Stratified Random Sampling IﬂﬂLLﬁd%%iﬁ’mLﬂu 3 ngw
AUIMINATEUATY G9it

ﬂq’uﬁ 1 ﬁaﬁyjﬁmﬁﬁa‘hmumam%’a <100

ﬂﬁ};&l‘ﬁl 2 ﬁa%yjﬁmﬁ‘ﬁ INwIuAIaUATI 101 — 200

nq’uﬁ 3 ﬁaﬁyjﬁmﬁﬁa‘hmumam%’a > 201

mnffmﬁanmam%ﬂmwia:ﬂﬁjﬂﬂﬂ"?%'%’i_mmﬂ
NNAZ 1 ATAUAT namssuaanldiovua 3 wijihude
%yj"ﬁl 4 vs%iﬁ' 20 Lm:vﬁgﬁ' 22 %aﬂué’ummauwia:ﬂﬁjw
%é’amﬂﬁul,ﬁaﬂnsjuﬁaaa’wamnmam%’aﬁﬁgnﬁ'ﬂju g
FoWi9 13-19 T Saddwannasn 190 an ludrwaniiid
al W% 114 a1 LAzWa I1WI% 76 A%

mm«ﬁ‘lumsﬁﬂLﬁamﬁ'ﬁmjuﬁqashe

- Wa %o il ﬁﬁg‘anag’hmﬁaju (@1913-19 1)
%aﬁaﬂﬁy’uww@uwwnm wIalianamzinanginia
WA b

- gansneueen uazdamsle

- Buddninlasemiidy



462 Atchara Chaichan et al.

nsAnindansnanaladg

myAsunSeitle IAUIAHOA AN ITUNTATUITTN
MIATUAUSHENLIAMFAT UAZYBUYIANNHINTUTY
Radnifiumyise riaul,ﬁm'faya;ﬁ%’ﬂ"[ﬁ%l,mama:@m
YOIUUUFBUINY TEazLBaAg UM AU nINaNUEY
maa‘ﬁayaﬁ"lﬁmﬂmjuﬁaasm maiauatayaaziLaue
Wuniwsaw vlaiizq%a;ﬂﬁﬁagahmamiﬁnm ngu
dagmansndfaslitnumsisele leolinsge
lag %é’amnﬁu?ﬁﬂﬁnéuﬁaasi'mﬁ%uﬁuﬁaul,ﬁ'ﬁwn'ﬁ

'
A A

asdanlElumvassiduiuusouninn
FUWAUIDH INNITNUNMIWITIHNTIN T9Uznaueis

§Iufi 1 Toyasduyaaa laun e a1y Ml
TLAUMIANT FOTBNWENTH LazanTw

§udl 2 HrunduoswausidansALLR e AW
203N g uuian 2 duda 1) FumMIAULABUEILNE
Tuuuuausn fded1a1w 9 98 uaz 2) dumsluieaiu
Randnawa STadnnn 6 78 uuuseUMNTIREITINT
FTafnuBIay wasEiuan wuuseUaNuaazaIul
anwusiduinasnwdszanmd 4 s2ou IWRenaau
Foledanil Tagdnaaudaoud lifinde 9 Wiudaoann
Fafmsmrua1nzuwuail

1 Azuuw nanohe liRuee

2 AzUuk nuNed ARGataY

3 AzUWK BRI LABG8UIWNANS

4 azun KUY [ARAIBNIN

WNNNNITWUAANNTZAUINAUAG lasfiaann
ARy srwnduasmasu lasudoln 3 szaudodi’

1.00 - 2.00 1ai@
2.01 - 3.00 Jrunansg
3.01 - 4.00 )

wusanauitlasumMIaseseunNuasIEiiom
I@l&l@%&li‘ﬁ’]tﬂu 3vu %al,ﬂua'm'ﬁﬁﬂs:i‘i'mﬁjumswmma
ATALATY ATEWENLIAAIEAT NRIINLIRUNAIEITAY
Ieendafinnufissnss (CVI) iy 0.86 Aeindinany
senAdasvasitama™ ntuwinlunasasls ﬁuqﬂﬂa‘ﬁ'
fanwaucadsafanungudagg $1m% 30 an uazin
snagey WamTieseildadul s insasautadanh
Winnu 0.72"

J Sci Technol MSU

AEmsusIusINTaYR
mowiannldiveunnaldduiiumaide §3de
ﬂszmua’mﬁ’u;Eﬁmwuluﬁuﬁ’i%’mLﬁ:al,ﬁm'amwﬁaga
Aidududunaiiudeysl w.a. 2553 lasidawunga
fatiuniEan 1%1,21mlumnﬁuﬁagama:ﬂs:mm
5-10 Wl ;ﬁ%’ﬂ"l,ﬁmnaaummawgiiﬁmaauwaaumm

faunaanaNNRNIL

QRERTE PR TR

IEaffiowsyom Lﬁaa%mﬂﬁagaﬁugmmaa
Usz1ns 13U 818 LWe N1IAnmA adafildde anwd
founz duady LLa:muLﬁmmummgm wazltaid
Na§aU Mann-Whitney U-test 1iiatU3auifiuanauanen
°1JaaLWﬂLLa:ﬁﬂuﬂa@iamiﬂmﬁau@hamﬂmaagni‘ﬁiu

NanN1IAN®E
MATuBasTrunduaswaLTuMIAULAaNEN
LWAUBINIL I fnamsdnmnasiiae NRNAIBENIRIU
Ingjuwuaififigniniu (Fovaz 60) srulwafiongagluzg
41-60 T (Fowaz 50.5) Mulddulng agzning 5,000
10,000 1N (Fagaz 49.5) arulnaaunsdnsiszey
Uszou@nwn (Sewasz 36.8) dmlmjamumwamaﬂ
(Sanaz 79.5) MulngoBninwainsy (3asaz 68.9) ¢
az1BuaaIuaaslu (Table 1)
Wenaduasnausidan1sALLanasINALD
anduTn
NamﬁLﬂi’l:ﬁ‘*ﬁa;&aﬁmﬁﬂuﬂa@iamiﬂmﬁau
@ml,wmadgﬂi‘ﬂiuﬁv’a 2 gruwuIFumsALLRaneNg
ey uanInINAuaR luIzaud (x = 3.16, SD = 0.90)
wazenumslifisfiuioudn e ﬁ@hm?iﬂagjslmzﬁu
1hunae (x= 2.85, SD = 0.91)
Fumsauiendraneluuunauin wudngu
madsminlnginauadszaud nutaany “lddadins
fuaduiutluivSowdunmmaseuanaundugngdone’
(x= 3.62, SD = 0.79) yadasunda Taany “laidusanld
gminiRaushamaaniiniithw’ (x= 3.51, SD = 0.81) ua:
UgigouTumawiiaudnaiwedniw (x= 3.51, SD =
0.78)



Vol 35. No 4, July-August 2016 Parents’ Attitudes Toward their Adolescent Child having Friends of the Opposite Sex

Table 1 Descriptive statistics of Personal Data of Sample (n=190)

463

Personal Data n Percentage
Sex
Female (Mother) 114 60
Male (Father) 76 40
Age
< 40 years 86 453
41-60 years 96 50.5
> 61 years 8 4.2
Average ages = 44 .4 years , SD = 0.57
Incomes (Per month) Baht
< 5,000 85 447
5,001 — 10,000 94 49.5
>10,001 11 5.8
Average incomes = 6,188.63 Baht/month, SD = 3.40
Educational level
No study 24 121
Primary school 70 36.8
Secondary school 59 311
Diploma 11 5.8
Bachelor 27 14.2
Marital status
Couple 151 79.5
Widow 16 8.4
Divorce 15 7.9
Did not give information 8 4.2
Occupation
Government employee 21 11.1
Private employee 24 12.6
Business Owners 11 5.8
Farmers 131 68.9
No job 3 1.6

Mums g uNauen e wuiwmjmﬁaamd
1 = Al Qs = Qs v Qs =) l;’
ulnyInaundluszaud nudaainy “azanidousiuag
NALREIINMINAUTINUAN" (X= 3.50, SD = 0.74) 7898941

Ao Tany “"l&i@uuaulﬁgﬂmLﬁau@mmﬂmﬁﬂﬁﬁm”

o 4 o
sasannfe “wingnllifisalaslildivayyia arnw

‘mm@;NaLLa:‘Waﬁm%mmﬁamaua” (X=3.43, SD = 0.79)

Noasdua Auaadl (Table 2)



464 Atchara Chaichan et al. J Sci Technol MSU

Table 2 Average, Standard Deviation of Parents’ attitudes toward their adolescent child having friends of the opposite

sex in part of adolescent could have a romantic friendship of the opposite sex (n=190)

Items Attitude level Interpret of

Mean sD attitude level

1. Associating with a friend of the opposite sex as a lover

1.1 You will blame and not allow them to keep in touch any longer. 2.46 0.91 Moderate
1.2 You will let them keep in touch, but in the sight of adults. 3.29 0.85 Good
1.3 Your child can associate with that person as he/she pleases, and you don’t mind. 2.89 1.06 Moderate
1.4 You neither support nor promote dating while studying. 3.24 0.93 Good
1.5 You give your child freedom to have a friend of the opposite sex. 2.44 1.02 Moderate
1.6 You think that having sex during study is a test of “manliness”. 3.62 0.79 Good
1.7 You view that having sex during study is a common thing. 3.46 0.91 Good
1.8 You allow your child to bring a friend of the opposite sex to stay at your house. 3.51 0.84 Good
1.9 You permit your child to bring a friend of the opposite sex to the house. 3.51 0.78 Good
Overall part 1 3.16 0.90 Good

Table 3 Average, Standard Deviation of Parents’ attitudes toward their adolescent child having friends of the opposite

sex in part of adolescent having friends of the opposite sex as traveling

Items Attitude level Interpret of

Mean sSD attitude level

2. Hanging out with a friend of the opposite sex

2.1 If your child gets home late at night, you will blame or punish him/her and tell him/her 1.89 0.97 Poor

not to do it again.
2.2 You will explain to your child negative consequences of getting home late at night. 3.50 0.74 Good

2.3 With a number of reasons, you don’t permit your child to hang out with a friend of the 2.20 1.01 Moderate

opposite sex.

2.4 If a child has hung out without prior permission, he/she should be blamed or punished 3.05 0.86 Good

so that he/she recognizes this is something they should never do.

2.5 Once a child has hung out without permission, a parent should always ask and listen 3.43 0.79 Good

to his/her reason for doing that.

2.6 A child should not be blamed or punished even though he/she has hung out without 3.02 1.09 Good
permission.
Overall part 2 2.85 0.91 Moderate
MUY UNIVAMNUANATIVDILNALAL NUTUNANAINUANARARADNITAVLNA AN
NawaRfan1TAULNaWAINAZEIRN BT wazasanvinlduandrefiuadridieiaynaian

32611 0.05 MNeIzBoaauaadl (Table 4)
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Table 4 Mann-Whitney U-test of between sex and parents’ attitudes toward their adolescent child having friends of

the opposite sex (n =190)

Attitude Sex

Z P-value

Parents’ attitudes Male (Father)

Female (Mother)

-0.73 0.28

*Significant at ce = 0.05

0 sduazagUus

mnNamﬁ%’uwuhn@uéﬁazmaimlmy' ﬁmqm’&iuﬂizmm
44 1 (SD = 0.57) %aag’luiu;ﬂmg AN B AAUINT
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