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Abstract 1 8 8 4 1 2

This project aims to develop a multiple search engine, a metasearch on many general-
purposed search engines at the same time. The system helps to provide a wider coverage of results and
a unified interface to ease an Internet user in word searching. The project chooses 3 main popular

search engines: AltaVista, Google and Lycos as its main sources.

A result of this work is a metasearch tool that performs as follows: first it accepts a user’s
request in a form of searching terms. It transforms this searching term into a format that will be
suitable to a specific search engine. Then submit these new appropriate terms for searching to 3 search
engines at the same time. It waits for results. Any results from the engines are gradually merged and
reorganized to form result pages to the user. In addition, since the source search engine may change
its format both in term of queries and results, the project chooses to create a profile of regular

expressions that can be easily changed and configured.





