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The experiment was conducted to compare the skeleton muscle growth of
offsprings from cross and reciprocal cross commercial meat-type duck. Experimental
design used was Completely Randomized Design with 4 treatment groups with 7
replications each, namely : Group 1 (Cherry Valley : CC), Group 2 (Babary : BB), Group
3 (Cherry Valley x Babary : CB) and Group 4 (Babary x Cherry Valley : BC). The skeleton
muscle growths were measured at eight different sites on the carcass at day 1 (168
ducks), day 42 (56 ducks) and day 84 (56 ducks).

The results revealed that birth weight in each group of duck did not affect the
finishing weight (day 84). The average body weight and finishing weight for females of
Group 1 (2947.86 and 2792.70 grams/duck) was significantly higher than Group 2 and 3
(P<0.01) but the difference was not significant with Group 4. The average weight of
skeleton muscles measured in eight different sites showed that for both types of ducks
Group 1 and 4 values were similar. However, skeleton muscles in pectoralis minor and
legs for Group 4 were significantly higher (P<0.01) than Group 1. Moreover, at 84 days,
ducks in Group 1 had an average weight for body stem muscle at 163.31 grams/duck
which was significantly higher (P<0.01) than that of Group 4. When the ratio of average
percentage of skeleton muscles at each site to carcass weight was compared, it was
found that Group 4 produced the highest value except for average weight of body stem

muscle which was lower than of Group 1. As for Group 2, among the male and average

sex ratio at finishing stage (84 days), the average weight for leg muscle was the highest
among the four groups. For Group 3, The average weight and percentage skeleton
muscle before 42 days increased most rapidly as compared to other groups but in

contrast, the rate decreased after reaching 84 days or market stage.





