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The objectives of this research were to study: 1) people's knowledge and
understanding about mayor election in Phayao municipality; 2) proportion of people
participating in election and rationale in voting for mayor in Phayao Municipality; and
3) factors related to people ‘s decision making in voting for mayor in Phayao
Municipality. Information and data were obtéined from 335 people from 2 communities
in Phayao Municipality: Wat Boonyuen Community and Wat  Sri Umongkam
Community.

Data collecting tool was interviewing. Researcher interviewed target
group and data was analyzed by instant statistic program for sociological results. The
results of this study concluded that most of target groups were in Wat Boonyuen (60.9
percent). They were female (51.6 percent), and had the average age of 41 years old;
the youngest was 18 years oid and the oldest was 79 years old. Most of them were

iabors (41.2 percent), had the average income of 62,088 baht per year; the lowest
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income was 5,000 baht per year and the highest was 600,000 baht. Education level of
most target groups were at primary leve!l (51 percent).

People ‘s knowledge and understanding of mayor election were at medium
level.

The results showed that: 1) their participation in mayor election was 97.3%
2) their votes for municipal congress members was 96.4%, and 3) their consultation with
family members; friends; and respected' people were 66.6%. People who least
participated were groups of political members. Their rationale in voting for mayor in
Phayao Municipality were: 1) their rights and duties, 2) their needs of a decent mayor to
develop the municipality, and the mayor should has knowledge and capability and self
devoting, 3) the mayor must have the potentiality and visions in bringing the municipal
areas to be developed better.

Factors related to people ‘s decision making in voting for mayor were:
1) Policies, 2) the characteristics of candidates, 3) election campaigns,
4) recommended by others, and 5) political groups. People in Phayao Municipal areas
voted for the mayor who had the characteristics as follows: 1) a person with knowledge
and capability, 2) good human relationship, 3) being a local people, and 4) personal
acquaintance. Time duration in making decision of people in voting for a mayor was
that most of them made a quick decision. The factors of quick decision making were:
1) policies, 2) the characteristics of candidates, 3) election campaigns, 4) political

groups, and 5) recommended by others.





