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ABSTRACT

Avian influenza represents a serious pandemic threat. As such, effective prevention
and control is therefore a high priority. The purposes of this predictive research design were to
study attitudes toward the behaviors, subjective norm, perceived behavioral control, and intention
in prevention and control of avian influenza of village health volunteers, and to examine
predicting factors of intention in prevention and control of avian influenza. The subjects were
466 village health volunteers residing in Yasothorn province, recruited by stratified random
sampling. The questionnaires were developed by the researcher, and the content validity was
tested by 5 experts. The content validity index was 0.98 and the reliability of the test was 0.84.
Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics and stepwise multiple regression. The results
of this study, considerations through the Theory of Planned Behavior, were as follows:

1. The subjects had the highest level of attitudes toward the behaviors. The subscales
of behavioral beliefs and outcome evaluations, were also at the highest level.

2. The subjects had the highest level of subjective norm. The subscales of normative

beliefs and motivations to comply with the referents, were also at the highest level.



3. The subjects had a high level of perceived behavioral control. The subscales of
control beliefs was at a high level, whereas the mean score of perceived power was at the highest
level.

4. The subjects had the highest level of intention in prevention and control of avian
influenza.

5. Attitudes toward the behaviors and perceived behavioral control accounted for
49.0% of the variability in intention in prevention and control of avian influenza (p<.001).

6. Outcome evaluations and perceived power accounted for 53.6% of the variability in
intention in prevention and control of avian influenza (p<.001).

According to the results of this study, health care or relevant authorities should
facilitate in prevention and control of avian influenza by encouraging perceived power and
positive outcome evaluations of village health volunteers, in order to always be consistent in

intention in prevention and control of avian influenza.



