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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to (1) create learning plans that
emphasize thinking development for Mathayom Suksa III students of
Pongluangwittaya Ratchamangalaphisek School In Lampang Province (2) compare
critical thinking abilities of students before and after learning under the teaching
medthod emphasizing thinking development; (3) compare critical thinking ability of
students learning under the teaching medthod emphasizing thinking development with
that of students learning under the traditional teaching medthod; and (4) analyse
against criteria the post-experiment critical thinking development.

The research sample consisted of 63 Mathayom Suksa III students in
two intact classrooms purposively selected from existing Mathayom Suksa II1
classrooms with heterogeneous student grouping of Pongluangwittaya
Ratchamangalaphisek School in the first semester of 2006 acadamic year.One
classroom with 32 students was randomly assigned as the experimental group; the
other classroom with 31 students, the control group. The employed research
instruments comprised Thai language learning plans that emphasize thinking
development, traditional Thai language learning plans, and critical thinking ability
test. Statistics for data analysis were the percentage, mean, standard deviation,t-test
and analysis of gain score.

Research findings revealed that (1) Thai language lenrning plans that
emphasize thinking development were efficient as evidence by the expert opinions
crongruance indices of 0.80-1.00; (2) post-learning critical thinking ability of the
experimental group students was significantly higher than their pre-learning
counterpart at .05 level; (3) critical thinking ability of the experimental group students
Was significantly higher than that of the control group students at the .05 level; and
(4) post-learning critical thinking ability of the experimental group students, when
analyzed against the criteria, was at the excellent level.
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