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The objecb{ves of this study weré to determine the ﬁrevalence
of depression of the elderly and related factors to depression such as
the demagraphic factaors in which were age, sex, marital status and
educationy the socio-ecanomy factors -which were occupstian, income,
hobby, kind of family, 'F;;ily relation and social participationg
and the health factor which was physical health status} and to examine
the predictive ability of age, sex, marital status, educatiaon,
occupation, income, hobby, kind of family, family relation, social
participation and physical health status on depressiaon of the rural‘
elderly. The studied samples consisbed of 350 rural elderly, aged
sixty and AOVer wha lived in Banphotph{sai Disgrict, Nakornsawﬁn
Province in 1991, The samples were selected by stratified random
‘sampling. " The data were cél!ected‘by interviewing questionaires.
The statistics of chi-square 8nd stepwise multiple redression were

employed far the date analysis.

The results revealed that the grevalence of depression

was 67.4%. Factors related to depression in this study were age,



bccﬁpation,_ income, hobby 8nd physical health status with
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#but ‘Se;. marital status, education, “kind of Faﬁily, family relation
fand -soéial participigion were not assosiated’to depréssion. Income
ﬁwas bhe‘strongest pfedictive value on depression of the elderly at
tlépprdxiﬁately 21%; and physical health, hobby and family relation
;couLdﬁﬁrédict et 6%, 2% and 1% respectively and all together they

cduld predict depression approximatély _30%.



