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This study aimed to improve nitrogen and biomass of cowpea grown on the highland area
as leguminous green manure crop and to investigate the suitable soil management for increasing
of N for crop cultivation under organig system. The experiments were divided into 3 steps.
The first step was effectiveness screening of root nodule bacterial isolates from the highland areas
for cowpea by pot experiments using soil from Royal Project Highland Center at Nhong Hoi.
The second step was effectiveness testing of the selected effective isolates under field trial. In the
third step, the effect of cowpea green manure on organic vegetable grown on the highland area at
Nhong Hoi Highland Center was tested. The experimental results from pot experiments using non
sterile soil indicated that among the six tested isolates, three isolates, CP-PHT4, CP-TLAS and
CP-NK3 were effective in both unlimed soil(pH 5.2) and in limed soil (pH 6.0). Inoculatioh of
these three isolates resulted in significant improvement of percentage and total amount of fixed N
compared to that of uninoculated control treatment without N application. Under field condition in
limed soil, inoculation of each of these three isolates did not differ significantly from the
uninoculated control for the effect on dry weight of root nodule, dry weight and N accumulation
in the above ground part of cowpea at R3.5 growth stage. But all isolates improved significantly

percentage of fixed N and had a trend to increase amount of fixed N within the range of 13-22%
compared to uninoculated control treatment. For the study on the effect of cowpea green manure
on organic Chinese kale grown on the highland area, cowpea green manure was incorporated at
the rate of 3 tons per rai of fresh biomass either alone or in combination with 1,600 kg./rai of cow
manure at 1 week or 1 month before transplanting of Chinese kale seediings. The experimental
results indicated that all cowpea incorporated treatments at the rate of 3 tons of fresh biomass per
rai did not differ significantly from that at the rate of 6 tons. Fresh weight yields of Chinese kale
from all green manure incorporated treatments were within the range of 6.0-7.0 tons per rai which
were not different significantly from that of the control treatment using cow manure at the rate of

8 tons per rai in combination with liquid organic fertilizer from fermented fish.





