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SUCHITRA KITIPORNPISAN: INTEREST GROUP COALITIONING:THE CASE OF THE
“THAI HOUSING COUNCIL”. THESIS ADVISOR :ASSOC.PROF.M.R.PRUDHISAN
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This thesis studied the coalitioning of three real estate business interest groups in Thailand to
form the so-called “Thai Housing Council.” Qualitative research, involving documentary research and in-
depth interviews, and analytical description were the research methods used.

The study confirmed the hypothesis that the interests of the three associations were adversely
affected by the financial crisis of 1997, leading to their coalitioning and pressuring for policy. In this
process, the political opportunity structure that existed during the Thaksin Shinawatra government made
the “Thai Housing Council” the policy choice advocated, and adopted.

The study also found that interest group coalitioning in the social case involved two kinds of
relationships with the state, namely a) partnership in which both the state and business mutually
exchanged information and used both political pressuring and the mobilization of public opinion, about
the importance of the real estate sector in stimulating the real economy, to put the advocated policy in
process and b) regulation wherein the state used the three real estate associations and the “Thai Housing
Council’ as instruments for furthering big business’ monopolization of the real estate sector and for
effectively limiting competition by other entrepreneurs. |

It was analyzed that such relationships made for a semi-liberal corporatist system comprising
only big business and the state, without the participation of consumers or the people sector. This
inevitably resulted in the state being captured by interest groups of big business, making for the
simultaneous existence of authoritarian corporatism.

In other words, the state dominated by big business, coalitioned with the major real estate
interest groups such that there was a tendency to monopolize, fuse and centralize economic and political
power. T‘his was accompanied by the construction of instruments and the nurturing of a politico-
economic context that were conducive to the further development of the said interest groups such that
they held added acvantages in the process of allocating values. Therefore, it can be said that in the case

studied, a capitalist state corporatist system began to emerge.





