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The Transnational Human Trafficking Network Form in Thailand in

Cases where Thailand is the Originating Country
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Abstract

This article aims to study a model of the network that exists among Thai human traffickers.
The study addresses cases where Thailand is the originating country. The study was conducted
with a qualitative approach by using in-depth interviews with 8 Thai migrants who were victimized
and helped by the Thai government, and 6 human traffickers who have been imprisoned. In
addition, semi-structured interviews were used with 12 persons who were directly related to
anti-transnational human traffickers in Thailand. Data analysis has been conducted using data
processing, data categorizing, and a synthetic relationship scheme along with social network
analysis by analyzing substances, meanings, and relationships through the UCINET Demo Version
Program for a conclusion.

The results from the model of the human trafficking network show Thailand as the originating
country demonstrating that the aim of the transnational migrating network is to exploit the benefits
of victimized migrants. The transnational migrating network of legal migrants and transnational
human trafficker’s network turn involuntary migrants into victims. The network consists of local
brokers who comprise a subnet in their home countries. The local brokers are often related to Thai
people of power who are broker traffickers aimed at providing foreign workers to be sent directly
to an employer, exploiting the victims in exchange for helping victimized migrants with their costs
and carrying travel documents. Some brokers are related to Thai victims in their kinship or culture
or as their friends who work with employers in the destination country. Transnational human
trafficker networks consist of traffickers in the home countries who have had no relationship with
the victim, Traffickers are the central fixture in each subnet, they uusually get over a relationship
with victims and continue as local brokers. The majority of other traffickers has no direct
relationship with the victims, and must go through the local broker or trafficker who has a central
relationship. Traffickers have trust-worthiness and must assess the risk of being arrested compared

to the benefits to be gained.

Keywords: The victimized migrants who were abused by the traffickers, Transnational migrating
network was to exploit the benefits of victimized migrants, Transnational human

traffickers network, Transnational human trafficking network
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