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Abstract

This research aimed to 1) study the participatory development of an ethnographic museum
in “Somdej-ya”, a community school 2) study the ethical career skills of ethnic youth groups and
the learning process in an ethnographic museum. Methodologies were descriptive and narrative
research. Data were collected from interviews. The key informants were 20 people consisting of;
local wisdom personnel, teachers, students and the participants from the school. Research tools
were semi-structured interviews and behavioral observation. Data were analyzed by content
analysis and behavior analysis.

The research results showed that the participatory development of the ethnographic
museum in the community school was in four development phases: 1) Teachers and students
need to improve learning resources in schools. They invited participants with local wisdom of the
community to take part in conceptualizing and creating the museum, using their knowledge of
ethnic “Karen” 2) Participation in planning and design of the museum and presenting occupations
suitable for ethnic groups and compatible with the demand of the people to rehabilitate
vocational skills to help them survive in the community through the sharing of ideas among
villagers, teachers and educational supporters who are unofficially involved 3) Implementation;
teachers who play a role in the community association invited the local community to design a
learning center museum. The concepts of the community served as the guideline and beginning
of the process of creating the museum. Teachers and students get the opportunity to participate
in learning to build a museum from local practical wisdom 4) Development of the ethnographic
museum and occupations linked to learning in schools. Teachers use the museum as a learning
source to support ethnic groups in learning ethical careers. Students learn a way of life from
exhibition of ethnic material in the museum. Students learn practicality from their tribal wisdom
and also learn from the natives. The learning processes were interactive learning between
teachers and the students. The learning in an ethnographic museum was a way of life and

self-reliance for ethnic community.

Keywords: ethnographic museum, participation, ethical career, ethnic group, learning

community
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