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This article presents, in summary, results of the study “Situation and Conflicts on Land Use in Tung Rangsit
Irrigation Area from Klong [Canal] 1 to Klong 2, Pathum Thani” funded by The Thailand Research Fund, Young
Researchers Project, Thammasat University, 2014
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Abstract

This article presents the results of a study on land use changes in the Tung Rangsit
Irrigation Area over the past 10 years. The study involves literature review and field visits plus
focus groups of three case studies where confiict resolutions have taken place through processes
employed in the communities.

The study finds that, in order to support the expansion of the Bangkok metropolitan area,
land-use policies for Tung Rangsit have changed from agricultural uses toward industrial and
residential uses. Consequently, traditional communities, tenant farmers and/or ancestors, who
pioneered the land since construction of the Rungsit Irrigation Canals, have been facing increased
conflicts due to these land-use changes. In three case studies, communities have employed
different processes for conflict resolutions. The processes identified are: collaboration with
academic institutions, using personal relationships with local politicians, and forming groups to
propose projects to be funded by government agencies. Conflict resolutions in these cases are
characterized as ad-hoc and short-term. The study also identifies factors contributing to land-use
conflicts in these three case studies and finds that the most prominent causes of conflicts are
inequality in land ownership and negative attitudes of the state toward communities.

For long-term conflict resolutions, the study recommends prioritizing land reform
particularly for land distribution and changes of government’s attitudes toward conflict resolution.
Additionally, designing a conflict-resolution process for a community should be context-specific,

i.e. take into account complexity of land conflicts experienced differently by each community.

Keywords : Tung Rangsit Irrigation Area, land use, land use change
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