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The Effectiveness of Community Development Policy Implementation
Based on the Principle of Sufficiency Economy Philosophy of the

Municipalities in the Eastern Region of the Country
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to 1) study the effectiveness of community development
policy implementation based on the principle of the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy of
municipalities in the eastern region, 2) study the factors affecting the effectiveness of community
development policy implementation based on the principle of the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy
of municipalities in the eastern region, and 3) propose developing approaches for improving the
effectiveness of community development policy implementation based on the principle of
Sufficiency Economy Philosophy of the municipalities in the eastern region. This study was a mixed
methods research. The quantitative method was conducted by collecting data from a sample of
400 respondents who were the population living in the city and town municipalities of Chanthaburi,
Chon Buri, Trat, Rayong, Chachoengsao, Prachin Buri and Sa Kaeo provinces. The sample size
was obtained by calculating with the Taro Yamane formula with a level of sampling error at 0.05.
The research tool for data collection was a 5-level rating scale questionnaire at the reliability of
0.876. The data were analyzed by using statistics consisting of frequency, percentage, mean,
standard deviation, and the hypotheses were tested by stepwise multiple regression analysis. The

data were analyzed by using analytic induction and interpretation methods. The research results
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revealed that: 1) The effectiveness of community development policy implementation based on
the principle of Sufficiency Economy Philosophy of the municipalities in the eastern region overall
was at the moderate level (X = 2.89, S.D=0.96). The aspect of policy objectives attainment was
at the highest level due to having effective cooperation between the municipalities and the people
in developing their own communities based on the principle of Sufficiency Economy. The aspect
of sustainability of community lifestyle was at the lowest due to extravagant living in the
globalization-era that brings about universal values and ignores the human dimension, affecting
an unbalance of the development of communities. 2) The factors affecting the effectiveness of
community development policy implementation in the eastern region consisted of 3 factors with 8
variables composed of (1) policy implementation factor ($=0.48) with 3 variables: objective
attainment, measurable and evaluable, and political support, 2) The sufficiency economy factor
(f=0.53) with 3 variables: environment, support, and natural resource, and (3) the community
development factor (3=0.56) including status in community and people’s participation. These three
factors explain 54.20% of the municipalities in the eastern region (Adjusted R* =0.542) at the
statistical level of significance 0.05. 3) The proposed approaches for improving the effectiveness
of community development policy implementation of the municipalities in the eastern region
consisted of 4 principle practices, (1) improve the effectiveness of policy development because
community action councils in the east must have a guideline. The implementation should be
different; it should be village development oriented. The communities should take into account the
different factors, including the real need of the community, (2) the implementation of the eastern
district should promote occupational and vocational training, job creation and increased
employment in the community, including the development of teacher and education personnel to
ensure effective and continuous work, (3) the economic, environmental and natural resources
should be improved in areas such as efficient use of water resources, maintenance and pollution
treatment and (4) community development should allow for public and community participation in
determining the direction of its development. There should be project presentation done with state

officials concerning the true problems and needs of the people.
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URAIAIN Sum of Mean

ANN3 Df Sig.
uilsilsan Squares Square
Regression 139.16 8 17.39 132.41 0.00

X1, X10, X8, X15, X9,
Residual 103.91 791 0.13
X11, X5, X4
Total 243.07 799

a Predictors: (Constant), X1, X10, X8, X15, X9, X11, X5, X4

b Dependent Variable: Y
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Unstandardized

Adjusted

Standardized

R 2 R Coefficients Coefficents t Sig.
B Beta

Constant 0.74 0.54 0.54 1.31 16.17  0.00
X1 0.69 0.48 0.48 0.16 0.22 3.89 0.00
X10 0.72 0.53 0.52 0.12 0.15 2.97 0.03
X8 0.73 0.54 0.54 0.19 0.26 5.65 0.00
X15 0.74 0.55 0.55 0.10 0.13 -3.89  0.00
X9 0.75 0.56 0.55 0.10 0.14 2.95 0.03
X11 0.75 0.56 0.56 0.13 0.16 3.65 0.00
X5 0.75 0.57 0.56 0.06 0.09 3.62 0.00
X4 0.76 0.57 0.57 0.06 0.086 -3.34  0.01

* Correlation is Significant at the 0.05 Level
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