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Abstract

The research objectives were to study the background and relationship of local plants with
Khmer Surin village toponymies, and to recognize the village communities and the remaining local
plants. Data for this study were collected by area based on surveying and Interviews with relevant
people in community. The findings were that there were 22 toponymies in Thasawang Sub-district.
There were 16 kinds of toponymies related to local plants both in the Thai language and Khmer
language of Surin; 1) Thasawang 2) Kwaonoi 3) Sumrong 4) Kog Pet 5) Kog Yang 6) Aungkan
7) Kako 8) Rayong 9) Sompoi 10) Rapao 11) Sala 12) Jakaesaraeng 13) Kokswai
14) Kokmaka 15) Norngprue and 16) Norngbua. The villages’ toponymies represented 72.73% of
the local plants. The results demonstrate the integrity and diversity of local plants and their
connection with sub-district’s historical past. The people’s recognition of toponymies varied by
community. In a community of 6 villages, recognition was at a good level ( 37.50%), followed by
a community of 4 villages at a lower level (25%), and a community of 3 villages at a medium
level (18.75%),. At the present time, toponymies’ have decreased, and 8 kinds are not preserved.
These are Sumrong, Phaiphek, Fak Thong, Mak, Ma Kok Pa, Prue and Bualuang. Six kinds of
toponymies’ plants were found in a nearby forest but not in the villages. These consisted of Phan
Chat, Khwao, Ma Kha Tae, Sai Yoi, Som Poi and Ma Muang Pa. Moreover, there are 2 kinds of
plants which are prolific and have been preserved. They are Khilek and Yang Na. However,
nowadays the communities are growing, and there is a lack of interest in studying the local plants
advantages, as well as a lack of interest in transferring knowledge about the preservation of local

plants from generation to generation.

Keywords: Local Plants; Villages'Toponymies, Khmer language of Surin, Thasawang Sub-District
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