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A Comparison of Factors Affecting Parents’ Decision to Send their

Children to Public or Private Bilingual Primary School
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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate and compare factors that affect the decision of parents to
send their children to study in a bilingual elementary school taught in a public school, or private
school. The study samples were from Muang Surat Thani, and the study questionnaire was
answered by 400 samples.

The study found that parents give precedence to the personnel factors the most, while the
tuition and education fees, location and physical factors, curriculum teaching factors, and boosting
market factors were somewhat decreased. Considering each factor of bilingual school attendance,
the study showed that parents focused on the location and physical factors, human factors, and
the curriculum, respectively. While, those parents who choose public schools focused on the tuition
and education fees, human factors, and location and physical factors the least. Those who choose
private schools focused on the human factors, the tuition and education fees, the location and
physical factors, respectively. The findings revealed that there are different factors on three types
of schools, so the bilingual schools, the public schools, and the private schools should plan for

strategic management of education in order to create a competitive advantage.

Keywords : primary school, making decision, choosing a school
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