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Abstract

This paper presented the roles of sub-center of Waeng Nang community, Mueang district,
Maha Sarakham province. The overall objectives are (1) to study the factors contributed to the
emergence of sub-center, (2) to determine the scope of products and services in the area, and
(3) present the physical changing trend in the area. The results of this study could be applied to
use effectively for sustainable development plan in which based on the mixed research methods.
The quantitative data was obtained by the satisfaction survey, Likert Scale 5 levels. The qualitative
data was obtained by in depth semi structured interviews from purposive sample group involved
in determining and developing management policy. The results indicated that the factors caused
the sub-center of the community consisted of; (1) the location, (2) transportation system and easy
accessibility, (3) a variety of products and service, and (4) distance. In addition, the study of
market scope, it is found that longest distance for people coming to use services from Tha-khon
Yang sub-district is about 20 kilometres on the west and influenced to Tha-khon Yang sub-district.
However, it should be taken in account about the hygiene issues, public space requirements,
services and environmental problems, particularly wastewater and solid waste management in the
area. The results of such study are just only elements relevant to roles of city in the development
plan. Therefore, in order to reach the integrity of the plan, it should further be studied the details

of roles of community in all dimensions and levels.
Keywords : Central Place, Sub-center, Roles of city, Town activity
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