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The association between ELISA value of trichinellosis and knowledge, attitudes and
practice of Karen hilltribe people at Tumbol Wat Chan and Tha Pha, Mae Cham District, Chiang
Mai province were studied during April 1 to May 1, 1997. Groups of people : group 1 was 21
Karen hilltribe people who were sick from trichinellosis, group 2 was 42 Karen hilltribe people
in Wat Chan who had never suffered from trichinellosis, group 3 was 36 Karen hilltribe people
who had intestinal worm, group 4 was 30 normal healthy people and group 5 was 42 town
people. The sera were collected from people of groups 1, 2, 3 and 4 for ELISA. Thirty-eight
swines’ sera were also collected for ELISA.

The results of ELISA from 4 groups of human sera are cut off OD (14.29%) = 0.3 17,
mean of OD (Xisd ) is 0.575£0.240 and 3 cases have OD value lower than cut off OD in group
1. Mean of OD (X+sd.) is 0.16140.082 and 6 cases (14.29%) have OD value more than cut off
OD in group 2. OD value of 2 groups are significantly different (P<0.001). This test has
sensitivity 85.7% and specificity 95.2%. The result of ELISA from swines’sera is cut off QD =
0.574, sensitivity and specificity is 100%,. Mean of OD (-)-(:tsd.) is 0.20710.073 in swine sera.
OD value of all swines are lower than cut off OD. It was found that the knowledge and practice
between group 1, 2 and 5 are non-significantly different (P>0.05), but attitudes of 3 groups are
significantly different (P=0.02). It was also found that the source where people buy the pork is
the risk factor of trichinellosis for hilltribe people (group 1 plus 2) and tO\;m people at Tha Pha
(group 5).




