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A retrospective cohort study was carried out at 14 hospitals selected trom cvery
region in Thailand from IEt January 1992 - 31Sl December 1996. The objective of the study 1s to
describe survival time and to assess the prognostic factor of oesophageal cancer patients. A total
of 1,313 patients were recorded during the reference period, including males 79.66 % and females
20.34 % with a mean of age 62.93 years (range 20-96 years). The most commonly present
symptom was dysphagia (80.35 %). There was patients with stage O and I, stage 11A, stage 1B,
stage 111 and stage IV (411 %, 34.35 %, 15.69 %, 32.35 % and 13.33 % respectively).
The distribution of disease by site was : upper part 20.41 %, middle part 50.11 %,lower part
29048 %. The histological type ol tumors was squamous cell carcinoma 92.23 % and

adenocarcmoma 7.62 %.

The overall 5-year survival was 16.68 % and median survival time was 10.30 months.
The 5-year survival of stage O and I, stage I, stage 11 and stage [V were 26.75 %, 20.50 %,
9.50 % and 3.50 % respectively. In univariate analysis, there was no statistically difference in
survival between patients regrading age, sex, marital status, education, occupation, tumor site and
histological type. Stepwise Cox’s proportional hazard regression found that the prognostic factors
of oesophageal cancer paticnlﬂ was stage, histological grading, lymphnode metastasis, tumor size,
treatment and age (p < 0.001). The main suggestion based on this study is that patients aged = 50
years shoud be investigated carefully. Propects for improvement in treatment and other factors

arc also proposed.




