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ABSTRACT
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Abstract of special problem submitted to the Graduate School Project of Maejo University in

partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Arts in Development

Administration

PEOPLE'S PARTICIPATION IN ECOTOURISM MANAGEMENT IN
HUAY NAM DANG NATIONAL PARK, MAE-TANG DISTRICT,
CHIANGMAI PROVINCE
By
WANCHAI CHUABOON
NOVEMBER 2002

Chairman: Associate Professor Dr. Chalermchai Panyadee
Department/Faculty: Department of Agricultural Extension, Faculty of Agricultural
Business.

The objectives of this research were: 1) to examine personal, social, and
economic characteristics of people in Huay Nam Dang National Park; 2) to examine people’s
participation in Ecotourism Management; and 3) to find out problems and suggestions
regarding such management in Mae-sae village, Pongnio village, Mae-jok village, Pongdeuad
village, Pa-pae Subdistrict, and Pa-kluay village, Pa-kaolame village, Mae-manai village,
Pang pakha village, Pong nghan village, Keudchang Subdistrict, Mae-tang District,
Chiangmai Province. Questionnaires were used for data collection and the respondents were
118 household heads, selected by systematic random sampling. The statistical analysis
included percentage, frequency, mean and standard deviation and Participant observation.

The result indicated that the average age of the participants was 41 years old.
They were male and finished primary school. 55.09% were karen and Lahu who were
Christianity, while 44.91% were local people who were Buddhist. Most of them engaged

primarily in agriculture and general employment as a secondary job.
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It also showed that the participation on the eco-tourism management in Huay
Nam Dang were found at a high level: the participants had basic knowledge and engaged in
related careers 98.31% at high level and 1.69% at a middle level. Most of them were porters
for tourists.  1.69% had English proficiency at good level and 16.95% at fair level. Most of
the respondents could not communicate to foreigners (81.36%). Moreover, their
organizations were not so strength to negotiate with tour companfes or tourists. The
participation, generally, in eco-tourism management was at low level (65.25%), middle level
(21.19%), high level (13.56%) in terms of guide trekking, accommodation, and souvenir
production. The important factors influencing the eco-tourism management in Huay Nam
Dang were: villagers did not have knowledge and potentiality of eco-tourism management;
tour entrepreneur lacked of responsibility to their tourists; Huay Nam Dang National Park did
not have any rules for management system in the National Park that affected nearby villages.
In addition, the participants suggested that any related organizations both government and
business sectors especially the Thai Authority Tourism (TAT) should guide people to develop
their potentiality to manage tourism in their villages, the Sub-district Administration
Organization (SAO) and the tour entrepreneurs should organize the eco-tourism management
systematically, and plan the project for increasing community participation in management,

services, and developing tourism sites in their villages.



