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The objectives of this research were: 1) to explore the economic and
society of the hilltribe agriculturists in Thungluang Royal Project; 2) to find out the
readiness of the hilltribe agriculturists for their perceptions on the establishing the
Credit Union for Hilliribes; and 3) to survey the needs of the hilltribes on the
establishment of the Credit Union for Hilltribes in Thungluang Royal Project. The
populations were 127 hilltribe agriculturists, who were the members of Thungluang
Royal Project. The data was derived from structural interviewing, which was analyzed

and processed by Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS/PC’).

The results showed that 82.68% were karen and married. The average
age was 38.56 ycars old, annual income was 32,158 Baht. 62.20% was uneducated.
They had 3 children per family. But the average members of their family was 6 persons,
while 63.78% were the members of the Bank for Agriculture and Agriculture

Cooperatives. They had setded and owned 13.49 rais per family, with facilitated
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machines 10 support their production process in farming, majority in motorcycles,
hand-tractors, Spray powers, water pumps and cars. They needed to be trained in
management of Credit Union for production or cooperatives purposes. They still asked
for some helps from Government and Non-Government Organizations especially

budget, staff and production factors for farming.

However, the results indicated that knowledge and perceptions of
establishing, objectives and structure of management by the Royal Project were at
middle level and low level for understanding about the meaning and important Credit
Union. In conclusion, the readiness to establish Thungluang Royal Project was 49.61%
at low level of knowledge, 44.88% were at middle level and only 5.51% were at
high level. The hilltribe agriculturists who were the members of the Credit Union for
Hilltribed in Thungluang Royal Project (127 person) still did not have the readiness to
establish credit union in Thungluang Royal Project. However, most of them (92.13%)

wanted to be the members of Credit Union.





