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This research was conducted in order: 1) to determine the personal and socio-
economic characteristics of people in Sanpatong district, Chiang Mai province; 2) to know about
their behavior towards playing illegal lottery; 3) to identify the problems and suggest
recommendations on playing illegal lottery; and 4) to know the opinions of people in Sanpatong
district on having the opportunity to buy and sell lottery tickets as allowed by the government.
Data respondents consisted of 100 people from Sanpatong district who were selected through
accidental sampling method and who were classified into two groups, namely; ticket sellers and
buyers. Data was collected during April 2002 using a pre-tested questionnaire interview after

which data was analyzed through SPSS/PC”.

Results showed that buyers’ group was composed mostly of married women
with an average age of 35 years. Many of them held bachelor’s degree and worked as casual
workers, earning an average yearly income of 71,630 baht. On the other hand, sellers’ group had
an average age of 38 years. Similarly, they were mostly married women, held a bachelor’s

diploma and worked as casual workers with an average annual income of 72,230 baht.
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Results revealed that most respondents who belong to the buyers’ group, often
bought lottery tickets more from the sellers than directly from the organization itself. They
preferred to buy tickets during the first and 16" day of the month rather than buying tickets sold
by the Agriculture and Cooperative Bank and the Savings Bank during the 10" and 20" day of the
month, respectively. The buyers bought these lottery tickets purposely to supplement their income
supplement to support their household expenses. Meanwhile, ticket sellers preferred more to sell
tickets that provide 60 baht reward for the last two digits rather than selling tickets that pay 65
baht reward for the last two digits. Ticket sellers also sold regularly every month especially

during 2001 and their aim was to earn money to supplement their permanent income.

Further results revealed that most respondents did not encounter any problems
related to playing illegal lottery. Only few respondents had slight problems which they were able
to solve. Most respondents indicated that they received very less information about opportunities
from playing illegal lottery as sanctioned by the government. They recommended that there
should be greater dissemination of this knowledge to more people within the area. They also
recommended that the government should have more planning on lottery and conduct more
programs to provide supplemental income and to allow people to use most of their idle hours in
playing lottery rather than gambling. Moreover, most respondents also suggested that there
should be rules or regulations on the qualifications and income level of people playing illegal

lottery players to prevent people with lower income to play gambling instead

Finally, results showed that most sellers agreed to playing government-
sanctioned lottery because they thought that would provide more opportunities for people with
less income to play. They buy the government lottery, they have to spend more money since it is
more expensive. As for the buyers, many of them also agreed to government-sanctioned lottery
because they thought that this could serve as an alternative for those who like to play illegal

lottery and at the same time, it builds confidence for buyers too.



