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This research was conducted in order to study the growth and production of soybean,
the attitudes towards varietal trial, participatory varietal trial, problems and obstacles in the
cultivation of soybean by farmers. Fifty farmers were interviewed to collect personal database and
types of soybean plantings. Later, 30 farmers were randomly selected to participate in the varietal
trial of soybean. Soybean varieties used in the trial consisted of Maejo 1, Chiang Mai 60 and
farmer varieties. After harvesting, a survey was conducted to determine the opinions of farmers
towards the varietal trial and to evaluate farmers’ participation. The experiment was conducted in
Kee Lek sub-district, Mae Tang district, Chiang Mai. It was found that Chiang Mai 60 variety
showed the most suitable growth and highest yield at an average of 254.5 kg/rai but this was not
significantly different from the farmer varieties which had an average yield of 232.7 kg/rai. As for
Maejo 1 variety, average yield was 199.2 kg/rai. The lowest germination percentage of Maejo 1
caused less number of plants per area thereby lowering the harvested yield. As for the study of
farmers® opinion towards varietal trial of soybean, the results showed that majority of farmers
preferred and wanted to plant soybean variety that gave a high yield with more number of seeds
per pod, taller stems, good inter-node length, higher number of nodes and pods which are not
easily broken when ripe, and has good market value. Based on this trial, 96.67% of farmer
attitudes indicated that farmers’ participation during the varietal trial of soybeans were from

moderate to maximum level of participation. All farmers showed no difficulty in working with the

researcher, although their main problems pertaining to soybean production were low seed
germination of Maejo 1 and Chiang Mai 60 varieties followed by lower market value, lower yield

and lack of good soybean variety.



