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This research was conducted with the objectives of studying 1) personal and social
characteristics of farmers; 2) their knowledge receptivity concerning effects of pesticides on their
cconomy, health and environments through personal media; and 3) their problems and obstacles
concerning their receptivity of such knowledge. The data was collected by means of interview
schedules from 103 randomized samples of rose-growing farmers in Sankamphaeng district,
Chiang Mai, and analyzed by the SSPC/PC".

The results of the study revealed that 77.67% of the respondents were male and
22.33% female. Their average age was 43.89 years and most of them had completed primary
education. Their average number of years of growing roses was 5.15; average planting area, 2.09
rai; and average yield, 3,172.04 plants per rai. Their average planting cost per rai consisted of
2.07 man-labor, 1,206.66 baht farm rental, 11,132.50 baht plant cuttings, 784.54 baht hired farm
labor for plowing, 2,261.49 baht labor for raising bed plots, 1,316.37 baht organic fertilizer,
623.82 baht chemical fertilizer, 1,271.60 baht rice husks and 1,225.25 baht labor for planting. The
average monthly cost of plant maintenance per rai consisted of 809.15 baht chemical fertilizer,
438.51 baht organic fertilizer, 3,307.65 baht pesticide, 163.42 baht electricity, 109.93 baht fuel oil
and 958.69 baht labor. The average monthly total income per rai was 11,841.91 baht; average
cost, 4,951.97 baht; and average net income, 6,889.94 baht.
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Knowledge receptlvity concerning effects of pesticides from personal media

The respondents were found to have a moderate level of knowledge of economy,
a high level of health and a moderate level of environments. They mostly received knowledge
from other rose-growing farmers occasionally visiting them at home or farm. However, they
preferred to see other farmers themselves to get needed information.

Their receptivity of knowledge concerning the effects of pesticides on economy
was the highest in terms of soil improvement cost and their main source of such knowledge was
other rose-growing farmers, followed by shops selling farm chemicals, and salesmen.

Their receptivity of knowledge conceming the effects of pesticides on health was
the highest in terms of health hazards to farmers, other people and animals in the surroundings.
They usually received the most knowledge from other rose-growing farmers, followed by
extension agents and farmer leaders. Their receptivity of knowledge concerning the effects of
pesticides on environments was highest in terms of soil contamination. They received such
knowledge mainly from other rose-growing farmers, followed by extension agents and farm
chemical salesmen.

Knowledge receptivity problems and obstacles concerning the effects of
pesticides by personal media

The respondents’ problems concerning knowledge receptivity were that sales
people expected more of their own benefits than providing knowledge concerning the effects of
pesticides, the knowledge provided by salespeople were incompatible with the respondents’ ideas,
beliefs and values, the extension agents and farmer leaders did not give the respondents their
phone numbers, and the respondents’ knowledge receptivity experience was different from that of
personal media.

Recommendations. The respondents highly preferred personal media to be more
truly interested in listening to their problems and solving them as well as to visit, monitor and

evaluate the situations and to provide knowledge conceming effects of pesticides.



