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Amputation of lower 1limb may be the result of =a
number of‘ disorders , including infections , neoplasms , and
traumatic injuries. Most of them , however ,are the result of
peripheral arterial disesses. When a person undergoed on
amputation , they of course , feel lost forever the sense of
wholeness or the sense of being an intact person. The impact
of amputation affects the amputee’s physical and psycholo-
gical well-being , somatic  identity , sexuality , occupational
identity , and social role. Helping the amputees in psychological
and physiological rehsbilitation are essential in order to
increase their abilities to adspt themselves. Caring of these

patients ,nurses should be aware of factors which may influence )



the amputees” adasptation in order to promote and enhance their
adaptabilities. In this study , the researcher wused the Roy
Adaptation Model theory as =a theo:etical frameéork to study
the relationship between body image , demographic variables
( i.e. age , maritaldwéfatus , length of being the amputee , level
of amputation ) and 4daptatlon in samputees. The sample was
composéaﬂjgf 150 outpat\ent amputees who came to follow up at
the orthopaedlc outpatient department or the prosthetic clinic
at Siriraj , Pramongkutklao , Lerd ,‘Sin and Bhumibol Adulyadej
Hoépital. The instruments were 3 questionaires , i.e. demographic
data , body image and aé;ptation questionaires. Datum were
analized by |using SPSSX program for percentage , arithmatic
mean , standara deviation , Pearson’s 4 product moment correlation
coefficiant and the stepﬁise miltiple regression.

The results were as follows.

1. There was & significantly positive correlation
between -bbdy image and sdaptation at the .001 1level ( r=.8005 )

2. There was a8 significantly positive correlation
between marital status and adaptation at the .001 1level
( r=.2688 )

3. There was a siénificantly positive correlation
between length of beiﬁg the amputee and adaptation at the .001
level ( r=.4184 )

4. There were no significantly correlation between
age , level of amputation and adsptation ( p>.03 )

5. The result of stepwise multiple regression analysis

showed that 66.87 percents of the variences of adaptation



was accounted for by two significant predictors , there are ,
body image and . length of being the amputee.

From the result | of this study , nurses should
encourage the amputee’s family and health team to provide
support  and also promote their body image. Nurses ,
furthermoré” ,should co—QSerate with the physical theraspist and
occupational ~ therspist in teaching and supervising the
amputees to adapt their activities so that they are able
to have good life. Further studies should be conducted on
other factors influence ‘/adaptation , €.8. social support , per-
ception sbout handicap of amputee. Furthermore the studies about
sexuality , psychological problem and quality of life in these

patients sre also suggested.



