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The purposes of this study were to find out: 1) economic and social status of
farmers; 2) their agricultural technology adoption; 3) economic and social factors
influencing their agricultural technology adoption; and 4) their problermns and
recommendations concerning agricultural technology adoption. The data were collected
by means of questionnaires from rice and soybean farmers in Banklang subdistrict,
Sanphatong district, Chiang Mai during the crop years 1997 — 2001 and analysed by the
SPSS for Windows. The findings of this study are as follows:

In the crop years 1997 and 1998, 72.84 percent of the farmers adopted
agricultural technology in rice cultivation whereas in the crop years of 1999, 2000 and
2001 their adoption increased to 81.26, 83.47 and 84.92 percent, respectively.
In case of soybean cultivation, it was found that in the crop years 1997 and 1998, 69.82

percent of the farmers adopted agricultural technology, 86.29 percent in 1999 and 88.25
percent in 2000 and 2001.
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The social factors influencing the farmers' agricultural technology adoption
for rice cultivation in the crop years 1997 and 1998 were access to knowledge sources
and experience in cultivation whereas access to knowledge sources and age were the
factors in the crop years 1999, 2000 and 2001. Nonetheless, experience in cultivation
was the crucial factor of soybean cultivation during the crop years 1997 — 2001.

The economic factors influencing the farmers' agricultural technology
adoption of farmers for rice cultivation in the crop years 1997, 1998, 1999 and 2001
were land holding, farming land and financial sources whereas in the crop year 2000,
the factors were intesest rates, farming land and financial sources. In case of soybean
cultivation in the crop years 1997, 1998 and 1999, the factor was costs of input. In 2000,
costs of input and the price of the agricultural products were the factors and in 2001
the factors were costs of input, financial sources and farm labour.

It was interesting that social factors had influence on agricultural technology
adoption of both crops while economic factors had different influence agricultural
technology adoption of farmers due to the fact that soybean cuitivaticn was done for
commercial and economic purposes while rice wvas cultivated for home consumption.

To increase the degree of agricultural technology adoption of farmers,
Sub - district Agricultural Technology Transfer Center should be a good source of
appropriate technology transfer and agricultural information, as well as a facilitator for

farmers to access credit sources with low interest rates.



