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The study on the participation of primary schoo! students and teachers in
promoting youth awareness towards waste separation for education and environment in
primary schools in Sansai district, Chiang Mai province, was conducted to ®nable
students and teachers to know and participate in the waste separation project. In this
study, data was collected by interview-questionnaires from 294 respondents composed
of 231 students and 63 teachers in ten schools, namely: Ban Sansree, Ban Sdnpraned,
Sree Boonruang, Ban Muang Khon. Ban Sree-ngam, Ban Pong, Ban Huai Kiang, Ban
Nongharn, Ban Tha Kwian, and Wat Sai-moon Schools. Data analysis was done through
a software-packaged program (SSPC for Window) while testing of hypothesis employed
Chi-Square Test.

Results of the study showed that majority of the students were male with ages
ranging from 10 to 11 years old (59.70%), were studying at the grade six level (36.40%)

and many had parents earning less than 5,000 baht (71.70%) per month. As for
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teachers, majority of them were female between 41 to 50 years old (68.30%), had
finished bachelor degree (88.90%) and had a maximum monthly income of 20,000 baht
(54.00%). They either had started as permanent teachers or had been transferred to
government schools for 6 to 10 years (88.90%), many held teaching positions (57.00%)
and majority had never attended any training program on waste separation for
education and the environment (42.40%).

Most students had knowledge about waste separation with many having opinion
that previous containers of pesticide substances were dangerous (97.40%) followed by
their opinion that these containers should be thrown as dangerous waste materials
(95.30%). As for teachers, many of them knew about waste separation and they thought
that the most appropriate area for garbage disposal should be located far from the
community and any source of water (96.90%).

It was found that majority of the students were able to participate in waste
separation activities because they realized that by doing so, one can earn additional
income while making their surroundings clean (80.60%). On the other hand, further
results showed that participation was high in waste separation activities among teachers
and many had expressed their desire to join the youth awareness training program
towards waste separation for education and environment, as organized by any of the
government schoals.

Results of study also showed different relationships existing between grade
school level and the knowledge of students about waste separation especially in four
aspects. Waste separation activities in school for students involve throwing of wastes in
separate containers according to posted instructions. Furthermore, students were made
aware of the types of waste values, description of organic wastes and how to separate
food remnants. Meanwhile, different relationships existed between teachers’ educational
level and their knowledge about waste separation also in four aspects. These consisted
of: 1) converting wastes with high amount of organic materials into fertilizer; 2) using
inappropriate technology in waste separation such as burning of plastic wastes, would

result to environmental pollution; 3) suggesting that the most appropriate area for waste
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disposal must be locatea far from the community and source of water; and, 4) choosing
waste separation methoz must have prior consideration of any benefits from farm
wastes, e.qg. compost fertiizer.

Moreover, results of the study showed different relationships existed between
the level of monthly inccme of students’ parents and their knowledge about waste
sepafation in two aspects. These include the types of wastes separation and types of
most valuable wastes. Among teachers, different relationships in two aspects were
observed between their monthly income level and their knowledge about waste
separation. Wastes that could be separated and converted into soil fertilizer should
contain a high amount ¢’ organic matter and the inappropriate use of technology in
waste disposal such as trz burning of plastic-containing wastes, could lead to problems
of environmental pollutior.

Results of the stuzy to determine the relationship between ages of students and
participation in waste sezaration involved the aspect of students having problems in
waste separation.

Further results tc determine the relationship between the educational level of
students and their par:cipation i waste separation involved 3 aspects, namely:
separate throwing of wes2 by stucents according to posted instruction; the students
were able to separate t~zir waste properly; and the school had a problem in waste

separation.





