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This research was conducted to study certain aspects of social
relationship changes affecting agricultural prdducLiun: 1) structure and community
context ie. family, education, career, community relationship, beliefs, traditions,
and cultures; 2) economy i.e. income, financial institutions, and prices;
3) community network i.e. irrigation system and farmers' groups; and 4) technology
i.e. information, new knowledge, plants, animals and machines. The data was
collected from 50 farmers in Ban-Dongkeelek, Sanpatong district, Chiang Mai

province. The findings were as follows:

1. Structure and community context. Extended families have been
replaced by nuclear families, resulting in decreased household labor. The farmers'
higher education resulted in the types of crops growh. The farmers also changed their
job from farming to industrial employment. Relationship among individuals and
relatives became business-like but farmers’ groups had mutual help in the use of

machinery, leading to increased quantities of preduce. The farmers' interest in old
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beliefs, traditions, and cultures was lowered but they were more interested in their

jobs.

2. Economy. The farmers obtained sufficient incomes from farming.
They were financially supported by the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives and private sectors, leading to increased capital. They also had

knowledge of prices of products, resulting in changes in the types of crops grown.

3. Community network. The government had improved the dam; so
not much farmers' maintenance was required. More farmers were members of the

farmers’ groups; they, thus, could sell their products at higher prices.

4. Technology. The farmers obtained more information and new
knowledge, resulting in ability to select the suitable production system. They also
used plant and animal varieties of higher guaiities which enabled them to obtain
high-quality yieids and higher incomes. {n addition, they used machines to increase

quantities of produce as well as to save time and expenses.





