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ABSTRACT
149844
The objectives of this research were to investigate '(II’)Epersonal and socio-
economic status of the farmers producing disease-free Curcuma for export in Chiang Mai, (2)
their planting methods of Curcuma, and (3) their problems and obstacles concerning producing
Curcuma for export. The data were collected by questionnaires from 163 samples out of 276
farmers producing Curcuma for export living in Muang, Mae Rim, San Sai, Mae Taeng, Phrao,
Samerng, Hang Dong, Jom Thong, and Chiang Dao districts, Chiang Mai province, and analyzed

by the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences program.

The findings revealed that most farmers were males with average age of 51
(50.89) years. Most of them had finished a primary school, planted Curcuma for an average of 4
years, and had income lower than 60,000 baht per year (average income 91,625 baht) and the
farm size smaller than 1 rai. Chiang Mai Pink was the most popular variety for export, the

production of which was high in Samemé, Phrao, and Mae Taeng districts.

The following recommended procedures for production of disease-free Curcuma
were practised, ranking from always to seldom : 1) storing the air-dried corms in a well
ventilated area, 2) getting rid of weeds 3 months before planting by tillage, 3) soaking the
corms in chemicals to eradicate pest, 4) selecting healthy corms for planting, 5) careful harvest,
6) splashing water to clean the corms, 7) treating the corms with a chemical and storing
indoor on a well ventilated screen for at least 2 weeks, 8) cleaning packaging equipment before
packing, 9) selecting disease-free planting areas, 10) getting rid of plants with wilt immediately
when found, 11) taking soil samples for analysis, 12) watering the beds 1-2 days before
harvesting, 13) supplying the pit with manure before planting, and 14) daily watering in the

morning.

Problems and obstacles encountered by the farmers were prices, quality and
marketing of the corms. They needed more training in Curcuma production by extension workers

to obtain better quality produce. The obstacle found was disease of the corms.



