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PAIRAYA PONSARATOON : THAI WOMEN'S BEAUTY MYTH (1938 - 1973)

THESIS ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. CHULANEE THIANTHAI, Ph.D., 185 pp.

The aim of this research is to study the dynamic of changes in Thai women's beauty
myth, Thai women's social pressure of the beauty myth, and the impacts caused by the
beauty myth during the period of Field Marshal Phibun’s nation to building policy to Bioody
Sunday; Oct. 14, 1973.

Data are gathered from research papers and other publications. The findings
showed that not only Thai women’s beauty myth changes from time to time, but it also
evolved closely to the concept of social and cultural beliefs and gender differences. In this
thesis the researcher has divided the period into two different periods. The first period was
from 1938 to 1954 when beauty contest were organized as a form of entertainment to
celebrate the Thai Constitution Day. The second period was form 1964 to 1973 when beauty
contests were organized to promote tourism and foreign exchange. The impacts of Thai
women's beauty myth from both periods were related to women'’s psychological well-being,

their expenditure, safety, morals, and lifestyle change.
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