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The objective of the thesis is to study the way of life and identity formation of Mon
migrants who are transnational workers in Samutsakhon province.

The study concludes that the identity formation of Mon migrant before migration to
Samutsakhon province involves ethnic collective consciousness to maintain their ethnic
boundaries and separate themselves from Burma national identity. Since colonial era to after
independence when Burma became a modern state, the Mons formed new political identity
to break away from Burma nation.

With globalization, the Mons from Burma migrated to Samutsakhon province,
Thailand. The Mons became transnational workers, who have to hide their Burmese identity
and choose to show their Mon identity to compromise with Thai society. The Mon identity is
being represented in the form of language, literature and culture. The celebration of Mon
National Day in Thailand is an attempt to maintain Mon ethnic identity and to identify with
Thai-Mon descendents in Thailand.

Mon migrants are building transnational social relations with Mon in Burma, Mon in
Thailand and Oversea Mon through political, economic and cultural activities. The Mon

migrants identity is with their Mon homeland or Mon Land, not citizen of Burma.





