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Abstract

This main objective of this study was to increase preventive
behavior of the hepatitis B virus disease among the pregnant woman who
had the first pregnancy and attended the A.N.C. clinic at Phumipol
hospital during 1989. The health education program was developed:
based on the prinéiple of Protection Motivation Theory. This theory
explained that the behavior will be changed if‘the individual should
perceive that the disease is severe, that he or she is at risk of
getting the disease, that he or she can perform that preventive
behavior, and that the preventive behavior brings about the effective

outcome which is "not getting the disease".

The health education intervention included lecture and slide

presentation which was developed for this study was implemented to



eighty pregnant women who were over-36 weeks of their firstvpregnancy.
Another eighty pregnant woman received the regular health education
program provided by the same person who did in the experimental group.
A pretest and two post tests were done before, immediately after, and
four months after receiving the intervention. The prevehtfve practice
behavior which aimed to achieve was the number of getting immunization
of the newborn children at the age of six months. Descriptive
statistics,‘ t-test, Pearson Product Moment Correlation and Multiple
Classification Analysis wére applied to the data..Results can be
summarized and presented #s follows :

1. The average score of the disease severity perception of the
experimental group was statistically higher than those of the
comparison group (p < 0.01) eventhough those score of the comparison
group were stﬁtistically higher at the pretest. The difference of the
average score of the disease severity perception in the experimental
and comparison groups was not sfatistically different.

2. The average score of the disease susceptibility‘perception
of the experimental group was statisticaily higher than those of the
comparison group (p < 0.001) eventhough those score of the comparison
group were statistically higher at the pretest. The difference of the
average score of the disease susceptibility perception in the
experimental group was statistically higher than that of the
comparison group (p < 0.01) '

3. The average score df the disease prevention practice
perception of the experimental group was statistically higher than
those of the comparison group (p < 0.001) eventhough those score of
the comparison group were statistically higher at the pretest. The

difference of the average score of the disease prevention practice



perception of the experimental group was statistically.higher than that
of the comparison group (p < 0.01). _

4. The average score of the efficacy expectation in bringing
the child to get immunization of the experimental group was
statistically higher than those in the control group at the 0.046
significant level.

5. The average score of the outcome expectation in bringing
the child to get immunization of the experimental group ‘was
statistically higher than those in the control group at the 0.000
significant level.

6. The average score of the efficacy expectation in paying
for medication and in getting the family support of the experimental
group was statistically higher than those in the control group at the
0.04‘ significant level nevertheless there was no difference in the
transportation expense.

7. The experimental group has a statistically difference outcom
expebtation included the vaccine effectiveness (p < 0.01) and the side
effect after getting the vaccination from those of the comparison
group at the t-value = 3.17 (p < 0.01)

- 8. The average score of preventive practice behavior, which
in this case is the number of time that they bring their child to get
immunization, of the experimental group is statistically higher‘ than
that of the comparison group (p < 0.01)

9. Company employee showed the statistically significant
positive relationship with the preventive practice behavior (r =
0.2574, p < 0.05) while the blue collar labour show the statistically

significant negative relationship (r = -0.2417, p < 0.05)



