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ABSTRACT -

The major objective of this study is to analyse popular
or‘ lay concept Of,illﬁess_whiCh the emphasis is placed on their -
perception on symptom definition, etipiogyvand ‘treatment.. The
study is a village case-study. Depth-interview - énd . observat.ion
are main data collection methods. Traditional doctors and other
" key ‘- informants and 20 purposively selectedhhouseboids are two"
* main siudied-samples.,Information from the first sample was  use
to make_'communiﬁy profile an general impreséion on people’s
medical beliefs and experiences. Then, household"depth?intérview
~and observat1on were carrled out. to collect qualltatlve data on

1‘tne1r beliefs and actual practlces..

The results come up w1th twenty 51x 111nesses whlch ‘can

" be later 018881fled 1nto 4 age and sex spe01f1c groups. On tne .
: b851s these reported 111nesses, it 'is, then, etiologically - -

classified into 6 groups of- dlsease causatlon. They are bodlly”:



weakness,; bhysioioéicel dysfﬁncﬂion,.germ; nature,. . supernature -
aod 'eodl 1ose. 'HoweVer, it is found that 1ay’.peop1e alvays
' actually explaln their 111ness causatlon wlth more than’ one'
];cause. Importantly, varlety of medlcal bellefs 1s seemed belng
Q!oixed " up in lay people etlologlcal concept -without any

‘ﬁ,contradlctory reallzatlon.

In term of treatment practlces, self—care: particularly
w1th modern pharmaceuticals is found the predomlnant practloes.
‘_.Herbal ‘drugs use is ‘only found 1n some speclflc famllles and
illnesses. According to medlcal resort people dlfferently
perceive . them ‘as traditional and modern which: their Aeffioacy v
specifically suitable to different kinds of illness. =~ .



