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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this stud& were to describe knowledge and
;_2perception éohcerning AIDS and drug addiction, and to invatigate factors
}?;affecting methadone taking behavior of intravenous drug user (IVDBUs).
ﬁ ;Tbe Sample consxsted of IVDUs who had been taken methadone detoxification

-fro- Taka1n Hospital and Vajira Hospital. 309 IVDUs were interview by

lgg a structure questionnaire. Data was also collected from patient’s
nedxcal records. The data were analized by using Chi-square, T-Test,

;;Pearson s product correlation and Multiple regression.
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The results of this study indicated that most of IVDUs had

| correct knowledge concerning AIDS, perceived severity and susceptibility
of infected AIDS and also percieved that they could prevent‘themselves
from AIDS by taking methadone as scheduled (self-efficacy). Half of
IVDUs had correct knowledge about methadone detoxification, perceived
Féé;efity of drug addiction and perceived their own ability to stop

using' drug (self-efficacy). , -

By using Pearson’s ﬁroduct correlations, education (years) was
significantly related_to knowledge about AIDS, knowledge about methadone
detoxification and perceived susceptibility of AIDS. Income (baths) was
"also significantly related to perceived susceptibility of AIDS. Besides
these; duration of drug use showed significantly related to the perceived
self-efficacy in stoping using drug (P < 0.05).

Analyses on relationships between knowledge, perception concerning
AIDS and knowledge, perception cohcerning drug addiction showed that
knowiedge about AIDS was significantly related to knowledge about
Methadone detoxification. Perceived severity of drug addiction was
significantly related to perceived severity of AIDS and perceived

;ﬁsceptibuity of AIDS (P < 0.05).

Stépwise multiple‘regressicn analysis revealed that perceived
severity of AIDS and perceived self-efficacy of taking methadone affected
to methadone taking behavior. Besides these, the analysis of knowledge
-and perception of drug addicition indicated that perceived self-efficacy

of taking methadone had a positive effect on methadone taking behavior.



