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The study of “The Estimated Impact of the Second Lao-Thai Mekong Bridge towards
Lao-Thai International Business Economic Environment in Savannakhet Province Lao PDR”
aimed to estimate the impact of the construction of the second bridge on business ecoﬁomic
environment of both Laos and Thailand. The study focused on people involved in the related
business between the two countries in Savannakhet Province. The study samples were divided
into 2 groups. The first group consisted of 5 Laotian administrative government officials, one
from each of the following departments—Commerce, Planning and Investment, Finance,
Transportation, and Tourism. The second group consisted of 32 Thai-Laos entrepreneurs
registered with the Commerce Department of Laotian Government in Savannakhet. The method
used to collect the data was in-dept interviews with the samples about the estimated impact of the
construction of the second Thai-Laos bridge.

It was found from this study that in terms of policy and commercial control
requirements between the two countries, the Laotian Government would offer 5-year tax
exemption. This would be beneficial in that there would be more foreign investment and
employment. However, most investment in Savanakhet concerned agriculture and it was unlikely

that more employment in this field could happen.

In terms of international trade, it was found that import goods from Mookdahan would
increase which/would result in short-term trade deficit in Savannakhet. In the long term, trade
deficit would decrease because there would be more export goods.

In terms of tourism, the impact would be positive. The number of tourists would
increase but this would affect the culture and lifestyle of the people in Savanakhet. There would
be more competition in service business. In terms of the impact on trade between the two
countries in Savanakhet when considering 3 types of business, the data from the private sector
showed that service business would benefit the most, especially tourism. There would be more
tourist related services and more import-export business. This was because there would be only
one service point. The export business would be most affected because of the new bridge as this
meant more competitors, and that the most export goods were wood products which were curbed
because of the control of wood transport by the Laotian government.

As for problems concerning business economic environment, it was found that before
the bridge was to be built, there were problems in dealing with government sector in Savanakhet,

there was no business association, and there were problems concerning foreign labors coming into

Savanakhet.





